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NEWTON FALLS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, May 6, 2026; 6:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
612 WEST BROAD STREET 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS  CITY ADMINISTRATION 

     
Ward 1 Brian Kropp  Interim City Manager Kathleen King 

Ward 2 Brian Axiotis  Law Director Jeff Limbian 
Ward 3 Robert Burke  Finance Director Pamela Hileman 
Ward 4 Kevin Rufener  Clerk of Council Michael Acomb 
At- Large Julie Stimpert  Police Chief John Barco 

Mayor David Hanson    

 

I. Call to Order 

II. Pledge of Allegiance / Silent Prayer 

III. Roll Call 

IV. Changes To Tonight’s Agenda 

V. Special Presentations by Staff Members or Invited Consultants 

VI. Public Comments (Agenda Items Only) 

VII. Reports 

a. Mayor - 

b. Council Members 

c. Law Director 

VIII. Approval of Previous Minutes 

Special Meeting Minutes April 6, 2026 

Regular Meeting Minutes April 15, 2026 

Emergency Meeting Minutes April 15, 2026 

IX. Public Hearings 

X. Unfinished Business 

XI. New Business  

RESOLUTION 08-2026    Sponsors: Kropp, Axiotis 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AND 

EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH THOMAS FOK & ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR GENERAL 

ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE YEAR 

 

RESOLUTION 09-2026    Sponsors: Stimpert, Axiotis, Kropp 

A RESOLUTION HONORING CHAD RANKIN ATHLETIC DIRECTOR AT NEWTON 

FALLS EXEMPTED VILLAGE SCHOOLS 

ORDINANCE 2026-21    Sponsors: Rufener, Axiotis 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE REPEALING UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE 2026-18 
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ORDINANCE 2026-22    Sponsors: Stimpert, Rufener 
AN EMERGENCY UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF A 
REPLACEMENT WASTEWATER PUMP FOR THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT 
PLANT 
 
ORDINANCE 2026-23    Sponsors: Stimpert, Rufener 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2026-19 
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY OWNED BY THE 
VILLAGE TO AMP TRANSMISSION, LLC AND AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN  ASSET PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT, AN 
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE  SERVICE AGREEMENT, A GROUND LEASE, 
AND OTHER DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THE SALE AND 
TRANSFER OF PROPERTY 

XII. Public Comments  

XIII. Closing Remarks 

XIV. Motion to Recess into Executive Session (If Necessary) 

XV. Adjournment  
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NEWTON FALLS CITY COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, April 6, 2026; 6:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
612 WEST BROAD STREET 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS  CITY ADMINISTRATION 
     
Ward 1 Brian Kropp  City Manager Jamie Vernaccini 

Ward 2 Brian Axiotis  Law Director Jeff Limbian 
Ward 3 Robert Burke  Finance Director Pamela Hileman 
Ward 4 Kevin Rufener  Clerk of Council Michael Acomb 
At- Large Julie Stimpert  Police Chief John Barco 

Mayor David Hanson    

 

This special meeting was requested by Ms. Stimpert. 

 

I. Call to Order 

Mayor Hanson called the meeting to order at 6:12 pm. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance / Silent Prayer 

III. Roll Call 

Mayor Hanson asked Ms. Stimpert to call the roll. 

Council Present: Councilperson Axiotis, Councilperson Kropp, Councilperson Stimpert, 
Councilperson Burke, Councilperson Rufener, Mayor Hanson. 
Council Absent: None. 
Staff Present: Finance Director Hileman, Asst. Law Director Gary Van Brocklin 
Staff Absent: City Manager Vernaccini, Clerk Acomb, Chief Barco. 

IV. Public Comments (limited to those items on the agenda) 

None. 

V. Old Business 

VI. New Business 

VII. Motion to Recess into Executive Session 

MOTION 

Motion to enter executive session pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 121.22(G)(3) for a 

conference with the public body’s attorney concerning disputes involving the public body 

that are the subject of pending or imminent court action and other matters required to 

be kept confidential and pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 121.22(G)(1) to consider the 

employment, appointment, promotion, demotion, compensation, discipline, or dismissal 

of a public employee or official (Interviews for Interim City Manager). 

 

NOTE: Council may take action following the executive session 

 

Kropp made a motion to enter executive session. Second by Axiotis. 

No discussion. 
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Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. 

Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0. Council entered executive session at 6:07 pm.  

 

Rufener made a motion to exit executive session 

No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. 

Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0. Council entered executive session at 7:23 pm.  

 

Axiotis made a motion to begin negotiations with Kathy King for the interim city 

manager position at a rate not to exceed $9,500 per month, no benefits, contracted 

employee and to cover any repayment on tax credits not to exceed $15,000, as a result of 

the contracted employment. Second by Burke. 

Stimpert clarified that the current city manager would receive her city manager 

salary until April 22, 2026 even if the interim city manager was able to begin 

prior to that date. Mr. Van Brocklin agreed. Axiotis questioned who would be 

negotiating with King. Van Brocklin stated that he would handle the negotiations. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. 

Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0.  

 

VIII. Public Comments (limited to those items on the agenda) 

IX. Adjournment  

Axiotis made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting. Second by Burke. 

No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 

motion passed 4-0. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 pm.  

APPROVED:            
        _________________________________________ 
                                            David Hanson, Mayor 

ATTEST:  
 
_______________________________________________________ 
Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council 
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NEWTON FALLS CITY COUNCIL 
EMERGENCY MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, April 15, 2026; 5:30 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
612 WEST BROAD STREET 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS  CITY ADMINISTRATION 

     
Ward 1 Brian Kropp  City Manager Jamie Vernaccini 

Ward 2 Brian Axiotis  Law Director Gary Van Brocklin 
Ward 3 Robert Burke  Finance Director Pamela Hileman 
Ward 4 Kevin Rufener  City Clerk Michael Acomb 
At- Large Julie Stimpert  Police Chief John Barco 

Mayor David Hanson    

 

I. Call to Order 

Mayor Hanson called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance / Silent Prayer 

III. Roll Call 

Mayor Hanson asked Mr. Acomb to call the roll. 

Council Present: Councilperson Axiotis, Councilperson Kropp, Councilperson Stimpert, 
Councilperson Burke, Councilperson Rufener, Mayor Hanson. 
Council Absent: None. 
Staff Present: Finance Director Hileman, Clerk Acomb, Law Director Gary Van Brocklin. 
Staff Absent: City Manager Vernaccini, Chief Barco. 
 
Rufener made a motion to excuse Mr. Burke’s absence for personal reasons. Second by 
Stimpert.  
 No discussion. 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 

motion passed 4-0. 

 
IV. Public Comments (Agenda Items Only) 

Julie Lemon – 609 Ridge Road 

She argued that the emergency meeting was not properly noticed under the charter, 

making any actions taken legally vulnerable and subject to challenge. She raised 

concerns about potential litigation, financial risk, and lack of transparency, particularly 

criticizing the structure and compensation terms of the interim city manager contract. 

She urged council to follow proper procedures, justify the emergency designation, and 

comply with the charter to avoid exposing the village to further legal and financial 

consequences. 
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V. New Business 

ORDINANCE 2026-20  Sponsors: Councilpersons Stimpert, Axiotis 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO THE 

ATTACHED CONTRACT FOR INTERIM CITY MANAGER AND APPROVING THE 

ASSOCIATED EXTENSION AGREEMENT 

Mayor Hanson read the ordinance by title only and asked for a motion to adopt the 

ordinance. Moved by Axiotis. Second by Kropp. 

Kropp moved to amend the ordinance to reduce the monthly compensation from $9,800 
to $9,500, and to adjust a related payment amount from $5,199 to $5,499. Second by 
Rufener. 
 No discussion. 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 
motion passed 4-0. 
 
Asst. Law Director (Gary Van Brocklin), pointed out that the extension agreement still 
reflected the old $9,800 amount and should be updated to $9,500 for consistency. 
Kropp moved to amend the ordinance further as suggested. Second by Rufener. 
 No discussion. 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 
motion passed 4-0. 
 
Rufener made a motion to adopt the ordinance as amended. Second by Kropp. 
 No discussion. 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 
motion passed 4-0. First Reading. 
 
Kropp made a motion to adopt the ordinance as amended. Second by Rufener.  
 No discussion. 
Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 
motion passed 4-0. Final Reading. 
 
MOTION 

A Motion to direct the Law Director to require Jamie Vernaccini to return all city 

property, including a laptop, keys, key fobs or security devices, and access (such as 

passwords or accounts), as soon as possible and no later than Friday, April 17, 2026. 

Moved by Stimpert. Second by Kropp. 

 No discussion 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 

motion passed 4-0. 

 

VI. Public Comments (Agenda Items Only) 

Julie Lemon - 609 Ridge Road 

Lemon again criticized council for not following the charter, specifically arguing that 

actions taken during the emergency meeting—such as motions outside the stated 

agenda—were improper. She emphasized that required public notice procedures were 

not met, that meeting agendas were not posted in a timely manner on the city’s website, 

and that this lack of transparency prevents public participation. She urged council to 

follow the rules they are sworn to uphold and stop disenfranchising residents. 
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VII. Adjournment  

Stimpert made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting. Second by Kropp. 

No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. 

Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0. The meeting was adjourned at 5:51 pm.  

 

 

 

 

APPROVED:            
        _________________________________________ 
                                            David Hanson, Mayor 

ATTEST:  
 
_______________________________________________________ 
Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council 
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NEWTON FALLS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, April 15, 2026; 6:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
612 WEST BROAD STREET 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS  CITY ADMINISTRATION 

     
Ward 1 Brian Kropp  Interim City Manager Kathleen King 

Ward 2 Brian Axiotis  Law Director Jeff Limbian 
Ward 3 Robert Burke  Finance Director Pamela Hileman 
Ward 4 Kevin Rufener  Clerk of Council Michael Acomb 
At- Large Julie Stimpert  Police Chief John Barco 

Mayor David Hanson    

 

I. Call to Order 

Mayor Hanson called the meeting to order at 6:12 pm. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance / Silent Prayer 

III. Roll Call 

Mayor Hanson asked Mr. Acomb to call the roll. 

Council Present: Councilperson Axiotis, Councilperson Kropp, Councilperson Stimpert, 
Councilperson Rufener, Mayor Hanson. 
Council Absent: Councilperson Burke. 
Staff Present: Finance Director Hileman, Clerk Acomb, Asst. Law Director Gary Van 
Brocklin, Interim City Manager King. 
Staff Absent: City Manager Vernaccini, Chief Barco. 
 
Rufener made a motion to excuse Mr. Burke’s absence for personal reasons. Second by 

Stimpert. No discussion. Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-

yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 4-0. 

 
IV. Changes To Tonight’s Agenda 

Stimpert made a motion to remove the motion to recess into executive session from the 

agenda. Second by Rufener. No discussion. Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-abstain due to 

conflict of interest; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The motion 

passed 3-0. 

Stimpert made a motion to postpone Ordinance 2026-19 until the next regular meeting. 

Second by Rufener. No discussion. Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-abstain due to conflict of 

interest; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 3-0. 

V. Special Presentations by Staff Members or Invited Consultants 

VI. Public Comments (Agenda Items Only) 

Nicholas Elesia (sp?) 

He read from a prepared statement. He addressed a neglected private property behind a 

convenience store, noting that he has raised the concern for several years without 
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resolution and is unsure who owns it. He asked whether the city could take any action or 

provide guidance, and also mentioned additional concerns about a neighboring property 

with visible clutter affecting his view. He indicated he would share photos with officials 

and stated that he may consider legal action if the situation is not addressed. 

VII. Reports 

a. Mayor - The Mayor reported that he recently visited the wastewater treatment 

plant and observed that the facility’s asphalt is in poor condition and needs 

resurfacing after decades without updates. He also raised concern that the plant 

lacks its own front-end loader, requiring staff to borrow equipment from the 

street department, which he suggested creates inefficiencies and potential 

liability. He recommended that council consider purchasing a dedicated loader 

for the facility. 

b. Council Members 

i. Ward 1 –No report. 

ii. Ward 2 – Mr. Kropp reported that he has received several calls from 

constituents regarding various small issues around town and has been 

working to address them or connect residents with the appropriate 

contacts. He noted that he appreciates the increased engagement from 

residents reaching out with concerns and questions, and that this 

communication has been helpful. 

iii. Ward 4 – Mr. Rufener reported on concerns raised by a resident 

regarding the permissive motor vehicle tax, noting that approximately 

$72,000 was collected in 2023 and questioning how those funds are being 

used. He stated that the revenue appears to be accumulating rather than 

being fully spent for its intended purpose of road improvements, and he 

plans to meet with the city manager and finance director to review the 

fund in detail. He also indicated that he may pursue further action 

depending on his findings regarding whether the tax is still necessary and 

being used appropriately. 

iv. At-Large – Ms. Stimpert reported that she has been working on issues 

related to the city’s emergency sirens, noting that residents have raised 

concerns and that the sirens are not currently functioning properly. She 

explained that control of the sirens had shifted to the county, but there are 

connectivity issues preventing activation, and the situation is being 

investigated to determine the cause and restore functionality. 

c. Law Director - The Law Director reported on ongoing legal matters, including 

stepping in to handle prosecution responsibilities due to a conflict with the 

current prosecutor. He discussed an upcoming pretrial in the case involving 

Pamela Priddy and noted that he has received investigative materials related to 

the matter. He also indicated the potential for both a civil lawsuit to recover 

funds and an additional criminal case, possibly at the felony level, and suggested 

the need for an executive session to discuss these legal issues further. 

 

Kropp made a motion to add a Motion to name Gary Van Brocklin as the special 

prosecutor for the case State of Ohio vs. Pamela Priddy, pending in Newton Falls 

Municipal Court. Second Stimpert. 

 No discussion 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 

motion passed 4-0. The motion was added to New Business. 
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VIII. Approval of Previous Minutes 

Mayor Hanson asked for a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes April 1, 

2026. Moved by Stimpert. Second by Kropp. 

No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 

motion passed 4-0. The minutes were approved. 

 

IX. Public Hearings 

ORDINANCE 2026-07    Sponsors: Axiotis, Rufener 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A POLE 

ATTACHMENT AGREEMENT 

No public comments. 

 

ORDINANCE 2026-16    Sponsors: Stimpert, Kropp, Rufener 

AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING AND/OR CONFIRMING THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

OVERHEAD COST ALLOCATIONS TO THE ELECTRIC REVENUE FUND, THE WATER 

REVENUE FUND, THE SEWER REVENUE FUND AND GENERAL FUND. 

No public comments. 

X. Unfinished Business 

ORDINANCE 2026-07    Sponsors: Axiotis, Rufener 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A POLE 

ATTACHMENT AGREEMENT 

Mayor Hanson read the ordinance by title only and called for a motion to adopt the 

ordinance. Moved by Axiotis. Second by Rufener. 

Mr. Kropp stated that is ordinance has been “a long time coming”. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 

motion passed 4-0. The ordinance was adopted. 

 

ORDINANCE 2026-16    Sponsors: Stimpert, Kropp, Rufener 

AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING AND/OR CONFIRMING THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

OVERHEAD COST ALLOCATIONS TO THE ELECTRIC REVENUE FUND, THE WATER 

REVENUE FUND, THE SEWER REVENUE FUND AND GENERAL FUND. 

Mayor Hanson read the ordinance by title only and called for a motion to adopt the 

ordinance. Moved by ---. Second by ---. 

No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 

motion passed 4-0. The ordinance was adopted. 

XI. New Business    

RESOLUTION 07-2026    Sponsors: Rufener, Stimpert 

A RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN A LETTER OF SUPPORT 

FOR THE 2025 OHIO DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE LAND USE PLANNING 

GRANT APPLICATION 

Mayor Hanson read the resolution by title only and called for a motion to adopt the 

resolution. Moved by Rufener. Second by Stimpert. 

Rufener explained that the resolution supports Trumbull County’s application for 

a land use planning grant, which would help fund development of comprehensive 

plans for local communities. Kropp asked whether there would be any financial 

benefit returned directly to the city, prompting clarification that the county would 
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secure the grant first and then communities like Newton Falls could potentially 

access those funds. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 

motion passed 4-0. The resolution was passed. 

 

ORDINANCE 2026-18    Sponsors: Stimpert, Rufener 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER 

INTO AN AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF A 

REPLACEMENT WASTEWATER PUMP FOR THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT 

PLANT 

Mayor Hanson read the ordinance by title only and called for a motion to adopt the 

ordinance. Moved by ---. Second by ---. 

Rufener explained that one of the required pumps had failed, leaving the facility 

operating below optimal capacity and creating potential compliance risks. 

Council members asked brief clarifying questions about the condition of the 

remaining pumps and the urgency of replacement, but no concerns or opposition 

were raised. The ordinance proceeded forward without issue. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 

motion passed 4-0. The ordinance was adopted. First Reading. 

 

INSTALLATION OF A REPLACEMENT WASTEWATER PUMP FOR THE 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 

Mayor Hanson read the ordinance by title only and called for a motion to adopt the 

ordinance. Moved by ---. Second by ---. 

Rufener provided additional detail on the urgency, explaining that the plant 

requires three pumps for normal operations and is currently down one, with 

another experiencing issues. He emphasized that delays in ordering—due to 

tariffs and long lead times—could result in a wait of several months, creating risk 

for EPA compliance. Kropp noted that sourcing the replacement pump locally in 

Ohio could help avoid those delays. No opposition was raised, and council 

proceeded to pass the ordinance as an emergency measure. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 

motion passed 4-0. The ordinance was adopted. Final Reading. 

 

A Resolution to name Gary Van Brocklin as the special prosecutor for the state of OH v. 

Pamela Priddy pending in NF Municipal court. 

Kropp introduced the motion to add the resolution to the agenda, and the matter 

was clarified by the Law Director, who explained the need due to a conflict with 

the current prosecutor. Council members discussed whether formal action was 

necessary given the Law Director’s authority, but agreed to proceed for clarity. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 

motion passed 4-0. The resolution was adopted. 

XII. Public Comments 

No public comments.  

XIII. Closing Remarks 

a. Mayor - Mayor Hanson reiterated his earlier concerns about the wastewater 

treatment plant, emphasizing the need to address equipment issues, particularly 

the lack of a functioning front-end loader. He suggested the city should assess 

unused or non-working equipment across departments and consider reallocating 

or replacing it to better support operations at the plant. 
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b. Council Members 

i. Stimpert – She reported in her closing remarks that the comprehensive 

plan committee continues to move forward, having recently met to 

identify key areas in the community for outreach and input. She noted 

that the group includes a mix of residents, business owners, and 

administrators, and she expressed optimism about the progress and 

future development of the plan. 

c. Assistant Law Director – No remarks. 

d. Interim City Manager – No remarks. 

XIV. Adjournment  

Kropp made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting. Second by Stimpert. 

No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes. The 

motion passed 4-0. The meeting was adjourned at 6:51 pm.  

APPROVED:            
        _________________________________________ 
                                            David Hanson, Mayor 

ATTEST:  
 
_______________________________________________________ 
Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council 

    



VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO 
RESOLUTION NO. 08-2026 
SPONSOR: Councilpersons Kropp, Axiotis 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AND EXECUTE A 
CONTRACT WITH THOMAS FOK & ASSOCIATES, INC. FOR GENERAL ENGINEERING 

SERVICES FOR THE YEAR 
 

WHEREAS, Thomas Fok & Associates, Inc. has performed general engineering services 

for the Village of Newton Falls; 

WHEREAS, The Village of Newton Falls would like to enter a contract with Thomas Fok & 

Associates, Inc. to perform general engineering services for the year; and 

WHEREAS, Village Council has appropriated funds in the 2026 budget and wishes to 

authorize the City Manager to enter a contract with Thomas Fok & Associates, Inc for general 

engineering services. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF 

NEWTON FALLS, OHIO: 

SECTION 1: The Newton Falls City Manager is hereby authorized to execute a contract 

with Thomas Fok & Associates, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $20,000.00. Terms and 

Conditions of the agreement shall be in conformity with the proposal submitted to the Village of 

Newton Falls, a copy of which is attached to this Resolution as Exhibit A and incorporated by 

reference. 

SECTION 2: All formal actions of Council relating to adoption of this Resolution, and all 

deliberations of Council and any of its committees leading to such adoption, were in meetings 

open to the public as required by law. 

SECTION 3. This Resolution shall take effect at the earliest time permitted by law. 

 

PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS 6th DAY OF MAY 2026. 

 

_________________________ 
Mayor David Hanson 
 
Attest: 
 
___________________________   _____________________ 
Michael Acomb     As to Form Only 
Clerk of Council     Gary L. Van Brocklin 
       Assistant Law Director 
 













VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO 
RESOLUTION NO. 09-2026 
SPONSOR: Councilpersons Stimpert, Axiotis, Kropp 

 

A RESOLUTION HONORING CHAD RANKIN ATHLETIC DIRECTOR AT NEWTON FALLS 
EXEMPTED VILLAGE SCHOOLS 

WHEREAS, Chad Rankin is the Athletic Director at Newton Falls Exempted Village 
Schools; and 

WHEREAS, the Northeast Ohio Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association 
awarded the Tim Flannery Award, to Chad Rankin; 

WHEREAS, The Tim Flannery is one of the highest honors recognizing exemplary 
leadership, service, and dedication to interscholastic athletics. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF 
NEWTON FALLS, OHIO: 

SECTION 1: Council desires to recognize the great honor received by Chad Rankin, 
Athletic Director of Newton Falls Exempted Village Schools. 

SECTION 2: Council hereby declares Wednesday May 6, 2026, as Chad Rankin Day 
in the Village of Newton Falls. 

SECTION 3: The Clerk is directed to prepare a certified copy of this resolution to be 
presented to Chad Rankin. 

SECTION 4: All formal actions of Council relating to the adoption of this resolution, 
and all deliberations of Council and any of its committees leading to such action, were in 
meetings open to the public as required by law. 

PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS 6th DAY OF MAY 2026. 

 

_________________________ 
Mayor David Hanson 
 
Attest: 
 
___________________________   _____________________ 
Michael Acomb     As to Form Only 
Clerk of Council     Gary L. Van Brocklin 
       Assistant Law Director 
 

 



VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO 
ORDINANCE NO.: 2026-21 
SPONSORS: Councilpersons Rufener, Axiotis 
 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE REPEALING UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE 2026-18 

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 2026-18 contains an incorrect quotation for purchase of a wastewater 

pump; and  

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 2026-18 was adopted as an emergency measure due to the time to 

procure the pump and the failure of one of three pumps and failure of another pump prior to replacement 

of the pump would cause the Village to be unable to operate within Ohio Environmental Protection Agency 

standards.  

WHEREAS, the repeal of Ordinance No. 2026-18 is an emergency to allow the adoption of a 

proper ordinance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY COUNCIL OF THE VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, 

STATE OF OHIO: 

SECTION 1. That Council repeals uncodified Ordinance No. 2026-18. 

SECTION 2. That all formal actions of Council relating to the adoption of this ordinance and all 

deliberations of Council and any of its committees leading to such action, were in meetings open to the 

public as required by law. 

SECTION 3. That this ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 

immediate preservation of the public health, safety, and welfare of the Village and its residents, due to 

the critical need to maintain uninterrupted wastewater treatment operations in compliance with OEPA 

standards. 

SECTION 4. That this Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its passage 

 

PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS 6TH DAY OF MAY, 2026. 

 

 

      _____________________________ 
      DAVID HANSON, MAYOR 
 
 
ATTEST:     _____________________________ 
      MICHAEL ACOMB, CLERK OF COUNCIL 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:   _____________________________ 
      GARY L. VAN BROCKLIN 
      ASSISTANT LAW DIRECTOR 
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AN EMERGENCY UNCODIFIED ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER 
INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE AND INSTALLATION OF A REPLACEMENT 

WASTEWATER PUMP FOR THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT 
 

WHEREAS, the wastewater treatment plant is currently operating on two of three pumps 
needed for proper operation; and 

WHEREAS, the Village does not have a replacement pump in inventory; and 

WHEREAS, lead time for procurement of a new pump is at least sixteen weeks; and 

WHEREAS, failure of an additional pump prior to the replacement of the failed pump would 
mean the wastewater treatment plant would not meet Ohio Environmental Agency standards. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the Village of Newton Falls, State of 
Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That Council authorizes the City Manager to execute an agreement with 
Buckeye Pumps in accordance with the quote set forth as Exhibit A and incorporated by reference 
in an amount not exceeding $38,987.00 

SECTION 2: That all formal actions of Council relating to the adoption of this ordinance and 
all deliberations of Council and any of its committees leading to such action, were in meetings 
open to the public as required by law. 

SECTION 3: This ordinance is declared to be an emergency necessary for the preservation 
of the public health, safety, and welfare of the Village and its residents, due to the critical need to 
maintain uninterrupted wastewater treatment operations in full compliance with the standards 
required by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency. 

SECTION 4: This ordinance shall take immediately upon its passage. 

PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS 6TH DAY OF MAY, 2026. 
 

_________________________ 
Mayor David Hanson 
 
Attest: 
___________________________   _____________________ 
Michael Acomb     As to Form Only 
       Gary L. Van Brocklin 
       Assistant Law Director 
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AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2026-19 AUTHORIZING THE 
SALE OF REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY OWNED BY THE VILLAGE TO AMP 

TRANSMISSION, LLC AND AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN 
ASSET PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT, AN OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 

SERVICE AGREEMENT, A GROUND LEASE, AND OTHER DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO 
EFFECTUATE THE SALE AND TRANSFER OF PROPERTY 

 
WHEREAS, the Village of Newton Falls (“Village”) passed ordinance No. 2026-19 on 

April 29, 2026 and 
 
WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 2026-19 authorized the sale of transmission lines and 

other municipal assets no longer needed for municipal purposes; and 
 
WHEREAS, this amendment to Ordinance No. 2026-19 will clarify the specific 

municipal property sold and the total amount to be received by the Village; and 
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Home Rule and Local Self-Government Powers vested to 

the Village by Article XVIII, Section 3 of the Ohio Constitution and Article I, Section 2 of the 
Village Charter, Council hereby authorizes, by the authority of this Ordinance, the Village to 
deviate from the procedures for the sale of real estate and personal property provided in 
Section 121.05 and 121.06 of the Newton Falls Codified Ordinances and to deviate from 
the procedures for the leasing of public property provided in Ohio Revised Code Chapter 
721 in order to enter into the Agreements referenced herein for the reasons set forth herein. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the Village of Newton Falls, State of Ohio, hereby 

ordains: 
 
SECTION 1. Section 1 of Ordinance 2026-19 is hereby deleted in its entirety and 

replaced with the following:  
 
“That Council hereby authorizes: (a) the sale of real and person property owned by 

the Village defined in Exhibit A to the Asset Purchase and Sale Agreement to AMPT for the 
amount of $2,692,763.00; (b) the lease of property in accordance with the Lease  for a one-
time lump sum payment by AMPT of $40,472.00; and (c) the grant of an easement to AMPT 
for payment of $10.00 to the Village.  The total payment from AMPT to the Village for 
executing and effectuating the forgoing agreements is $2,733,245.00.  Council also hereby 
authorizes the Village Manager to execute the attached Asset Purchase and Sale 
Agreement, the O&M Agreement, the Lease, or agreements that are substantially similar 
thereto, and all other documents necessary to effectuate the sale and lease of the Property 
as quickly as is practicable.”  
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SECTION 2.  All other provisions of Ordinance 2026-19 shall remain in force and 

effect.   
 

SECTION 3. That pursuant to the Home Rule and Local Self-Government Powers 
vested to the Village by Article XVIII, Section 3 of the Ohio Constitution and Article 1, 
Section 2 of the Village Charter, Council hereby authorizes, by the authority of this 
Ordinance, the Village to deviate from the procedures for the sale of real and personal 
property provided in Sections 121.05 and 121.06 of the Newton Falls Codified Ordinances 
and to deviate from the procedures for the leasing of public property provided in Ohio 
Revised Code Chapter 721 in order to enter into the agreements referenced herein for the 
reasons set forth herein. 

 
SECTION 4. That all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the 

adoption of this Ordinance were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and all 
deliberations of this Council or any of its committees that resulted in such formal action  
were taken in meetings open to the public and/or in compliance with all legal requirements, 
including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 SECTION 5. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure 
necessary for the public peace, health, and welfare of the residents of the Village of 
Newton Falls for the reason that Council wishes to effectuate and finalize this sale as soon 
as possible in order to receive the sale price promptly, permit the efficient transfer of the 
Property and ensure continued operations of the utility as not interrupted. Therefore, this 
Ordinance shall take immediate effect upon its passage, pursuant to Newton Falls Charter 
Article III, Section 21. 
 
 PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS _____ DAY OF _______________, 2026. 
 
 
 

_____________________________________  
David Hanson, Mayor 

 
 
Attest:       _____________________________________  

Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council 
Approved as to Legal Form. 
 

_____________________________________  
Gary Van Brocklin, Assistant Law Director 
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AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF REAL AND PERSONAL 
PROPERTY OWNED BY THE VILLAGE TO AMP TRANSMISSION, LLC AND AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN ASSET PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT, AN 
OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE SERVICE AGREEMENT, A GROUND LEASE, AND 
OTHER DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO EFFECTUATE THE SALE AND TRANSFER OF 

PROPERTY 
 

WHEREAS, the Village of Newton Falls (“Village”) owns transmission lines, four 
substations, and associated equipment more particularly described in Exhibit A to a 
certain Asset Purchase and Sale Agreement (the “Property”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Property is not needed for municipal purposes; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Village seeks to enter into an Asset Purchase and Sale Agreement 

with AMP Transmission, LLC (“AMPT”) a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A, to 
facilitate the sale of the Property; and 

 
WHEREAS, to facilitate the transaction and ongoing operations of the transmission 

lines the Village seeks to grant certain easements more particularly described in Exhibit B 
attached hereto; and 

 
WHEREAS , the Village seeks to enter into a Ground Lease (“Lease”), a copy of 

which is attached as Exhibit B to the Asset Purchase and Sale Agreement to permit AMPT to 
own, operate, maintain, repair, and replace the equipment during the term of the Lease; 
and   

 
WHEREAS, the Village seeks to enter into an Operations and Maintenance Services 

Agreement (“O&M Agreement”) for the provision of certain operations and maintenance 
services for the Equipment and the Village is willing to perform such services under the 
terms and conditions set forth in the O&M Agreement, a copy of which is attached hereto 
as Exhibit C; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Home Rule and Local Self-Government Powers vested to 

the Village by Article XVIII, Section 3 of the Ohio Constitution and Article I, Section 2 of the 
Village Charter, Council hereby authorizes, by the authority of this Ordinance, the Village to 
deviate from the procedures for the sale of real estate and personal property provided in 
Section 121.05 and 121.06 of the Newton Falls Codified Ordinances and to deviate from 
the procedures for the leasing of public property provided in Ohio Revised Code Chapter 
721 in order to enter into the Agreements referenced herein for the reasons set forth herein. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the Village of Newton Falls, State of Ohio, hereby 
ordains: 

 
SECTION 1. That Council hereby authorizes the sale of real and person property 

owned by the Village defined in Exhibit A to the Asset Purchase and Sale Agreement to 
AMPT Transmission, LLC for the amount of $2,707,922.24; Council also hereby authorizes 
the City Manager to execute the attached Asset Purchase and Sale Agreement, the O&M 
Agreement, the Lease, or agreements that are substantially similar thereto, and all other 
documents necessary to effectuate the sale and lease of the Property as quickly as is 
practicable.  

 
SECTION 2.  That Council hereby authorizes the granting of certain easements 

more particularly described in Exhibit B; Council also hereby authorizes the City Manager 
to execute any documents that are necessary to effectuate the granting of said easements. 
 

SECTION 3. That pursuant to the Home Rule and Local Self-Government Powers 
vested to the Village by Article XVIII, Section 3 of the Ohio Constitution and Article 1, 
Section 2 of the Village Charter, Council hereby authorizes, by the authority of this 
Ordinance, the Village to deviate from the procedures for the sale of real and personal 
property provided in Sections 121.05 and 121.06 of the Newton Falls Codified Ordinances 
and to deviate from the procedures for the leasing of public property provided in Ohio 
Revised Code Chapter 721 in order to enter into the agreements referenced herein for the 
reasons set forth herein 

 
SECTION 4. That all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the 

adoption of this Ordinance were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and all 
deliberations of this Council or any of its committees that resulted in such formal action  
were taken in meetings open to the public and/or in compliance with all legal requirements, 
including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 SECTION 5. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure 
necessary for the public peace, health, and welfare of the residents of the Village of 
Newton Falls for the reason that Council wishes to effectuate and finalize this sale as soon 
as possible in order to receive the sale price promptly, permit the efficient transfer of the 
Property and ensure continued operations of the utility as not interrupted. Therefore, this 
Ordinance shall take immediate effect upon its passage, pursuant to Newton Falls Charter 
Article III, Section 21. 
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 PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS _____ DAY OF _______________, 2026. 
 
 
 

_____________________________________  
David Hanson, Mayor 
 

 
Attest:       _____________________________________  

Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council 
 

Approved as to Legal Form. 
_____________________________________  
Jeff Limbian, Law Director 
 


