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NEWTON FALLS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, April 1, 2026; 6:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
612 WEST BROAD STREET 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS  CITY ADMINISTRATION 

     
Ward 1 Brian Kropp  City Manager Jamie Vernaccini 

Ward 2 Brian Axiotis  Law Director Jeff Limbian 
Ward 3 Robert Burke  Finance Director Pamela Hileman 
Ward 4 Kevin Rufener  Clerk of Council Michael Acomb 
At- Large Julie Stimpert  Police Chief John Barco 

Mayor David Hanson    

 

I. Call to Order 

II. Pledge of Allegiance / Silent Prayer 

III. Roll Call 

IV. Changes To Tonight’s Agenda 

V. Special Presentations by Staff Members or Invited Consultants 

VI. Public Comments (Agenda Items Only) 

VII. Reports 

a. Mayor 

b. Council Members 

c. Law Director 

d. City Manager 

VIII. Approval of Previous Minutes 

Special Meeting Minutes March 16, 2026 

Regular Meeting Minutes March 18, 2026 

IX. Public Hearings 

ORDINANCE 2026-07    Sponsors: Axiotis, Rufener 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A POLE 

ATTACHMENT AGREEMENT 

X. Unfinished Business 

ORDINANCE 2026-07    Sponsors: Axiotis, Rufener 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A POLE 

ATTACHMENT AGREEMENT 

XI. New Business    

ORDINANCE 2026-15    Sponsors: Stimpert, Kropp, Rufener 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE CITY 

MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AND EXECUTE ANY NECESSARY CONTRACTS WITH 

MEDICAL MUTUAL TO PROVIDE EMPLOYEE HEALTH CARE INSURANCE AND 

BENEFITS AND WITH ACRISURE GREAT LAKES DBA BURNHAM & FLOWER TO 

ADMINISTER THE COVERAGE PLAN SET FORTH HEREIN 
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ORDINANCE 2026-16    Sponsors: Stimpert, Kropp, Rufener 

AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING AND/OR CONFIRMING THE ADMINISTRATIVE 

OVERHEAD COST ALLOCATIONS TO THE ELECTRIC REVENUE FUND, THE WATER 

REVENUE FUND, THE SEWER REVENUE FUND AND GENERAL FUND. 

 

ORDINANCE 2026-17    Sponsors: Stimpert, Kropp, Rufener 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER 

INTO A CONTRACT WITH ASSURED PARTNERS THROUGH THE OHIO PLAN FOR 

THE CITY'S PROPERTY AND LIABILITY INSURANCE RENEWAL 

XII. Public Comments  

XIII. Closing Remarks 

a. Mayor 

b. Council Members 

c. Law Director 

d. City Manager 

XIV. Motion to Recess into Executive Session (If Necessary) 

MOTION 

Motion to enter executive session pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 121.22(G)(1) to 

consider the employment, appointment, promotion, demotion, compensation, discipline, 

or dismissal of a public employee or official. 

XV. Adjournment   
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NEWTON FALLS CITY COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, March 16, 2026; 6:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
612 WEST BROAD STREET 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS  CITY ADMINISTRATION 

     
Ward 1 Brian Kropp  City Manager Jamie Vernaccini 

Ward 2 Brian Axiotis  Law Director Jeff Limbian 
Ward 3 Robert Burke  Finance Director Pamela Hileman 
Ward 4 Kevin Rufener  Clerk of Council Michael Acomb 
At- Large Julie Stimpert  Police Chief John Barco 

Mayor David Hanson    

 

This special meeting was requested by Ms. Stimpert. 

 

I. Call to Order 

Mayor Hanson called the meeting to order at 6:01 pm. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance / Silent Prayer 

III. Roll Call 

Mayor Hanson asked Ms. Stimpert to call the roll. 

Council Present: Councilperson Axiotis, Councilperson Kropp, Councilperson Stimpert, 
Councilperson Burke, Councilperson Rufener, Mayor Hanson. 
Council Absent: None. 
Staff Present: None 
Staff Absent: Law Director Limbian, City Manager Vernaccini, Finance Director 
Hileman, Clerk Acomb. 

IV. Public Comments (limited to those items on the agenda) 

None. 

V. Old Business 

VI. New Business 

VII. Motion to Recess into Executive Session 

MOTION 

Motion to enter executive session pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 121.22(G)(1) to 

consider the employment, appointment, promotion, demotion, compensation, discipline, 

or dismissal of a public employee or official and pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 

121.22(G)(3) for a conference with the public body’s attorney concerning disputes 

involving the public body that are the subject of pending or imminent court action. 

 

Stimpert made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting. Second by Axiotis. 

No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. 

Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0. Council entered executive session at 6:03 pm.  
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Axiotis made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting. Second by Kropp. 

No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. 

Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0. Council resumed regular session at 7:39 pm.  

VIII. Public Comments (limited to those items on the agenda) 

None. 

IX. Adjournment 

Kropp made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting. Second by Burke. 

No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. 

Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0. The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm.  

 

 

APPROVED:            
        _________________________________________ 
                                            David Hanson, Mayor 

ATTEST:  
 
_______________________________________________________ 
Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council 
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NEWTON FALLS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
Wednesday, March 18, 2026; 6:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
612 WEST BROAD STREET 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS  CITY ADMINISTRATION 

     
Ward 1 Brian Kropp  City Manager Jamie Vernaccini 

Ward 2 Brian Axiotis  Law Director Jeff Limbian 
Ward 3 Robert Burke  Finance Director Pamela Hileman 
Ward 4 Kevin Rufener  Clerk of Council Michael Acomb 
At- Large Julie Stimpert  Police Chief John Barco 

Mayor David Hanson    

 

I. Call to Order 

Ms. Stimpert called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance / Silent Prayer 

III. Roll Call 

Ms. Stimpert asked Mr. Acomb to call the roll. 

Council Present: Councilperson Axiotis, Councilperson Kropp, Councilperson Stimpert, 
Councilperson Burke, Councilperson Rufener. 
Council Absent: Mayor Hanson. 
Staff Present: Clerk Acomb. 
Staff Absent: Law Director Limbian, City Manager Vernaccini, Finance Director 
Hileman. 

IV. Changes To Tonight’s Agenda 

None. 

V. Special Presentations by Staff Members or Invited Consultants 

None. 

VI. Public Comments (Agenda Items Only) 

None. 

VII. Reports 

a. Council Members 

i. Ward 1 – He spoke from a prepared statement. (Enclosed) 

Mayor Hanson arrived at 6:06 pm. 

ii. Ward 2 – No report. 

iii. Ward 3 – No report. 

iv. Ward 4 – He provided updates primarily focused on infrastructure, 

administration, and community engagement. He addressed resident 

concerns regarding the Enbridge gas project causing traffic disruptions on 

Cloud Street and Canal, explaining that delays were weather-related and 

that current work involves final concrete, sidewalk, and cleanup efforts, 

with completion expected within one to two months. He also clarified a 

correction to prior meeting minutes, noting a comment had been 

misattributed to him. Additionally, he highlighted the upcoming Newton 
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Falls Community Easter Egg Hunt on March 21, emphasizing its 

popularity and value as a positive community event. 

v. At-Large – She focused her comments on service improvements, public 

safety, and operational updates. She noted that the village is pursuing a 

new trash service contract to secure better cost and service, reflecting 

ongoing resident concerns. She expressed appreciation for the electric 

department’s responsiveness during recent outages and highlighted 

improved communication from staff. She also reported that the village 

successfully sold an unused ladder truck, eliminating ongoing storage 

costs, and announced approval to add two additional overnight fire 

department staff to address increasing call volume and reduce reliance on 

mutual aid. Overall, her remarks emphasized cost efficiency, service 

reliability, and strengthening emergency response capabilities. 

b. Mayor - He provided updates centered on infrastructure, public safety, and 

community awareness. He reported that the Enbridge gas project is nearing 

completion, with crews finishing concrete, sidewalks, and restoration of 

disturbed lawns, and advised residents to inspect their properties before work 

concludes. He also addressed a recent report of a suspicious vehicle near the 

covered bridge, encouraging residents to remain vigilant while recognizing that 

increased visitors are expected. Additionally, he emphasized community 

cooperation in monitoring neighborhoods and maintaining safety, while noting 

ongoing activity in town related to local events and business engagement. 

VIII. Approval of Previous Minutes 

Mayor Hanson asked for a motion to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes March 4, 

2026. Moved by Stimpert. Second by Axiotis. 

Rufener asked for a correction to the minutes to change the comments regarding 

the Fire Board meeting from being attributed to Rufener to being attributed to 

Stimpert. The Clerk agreed. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. 

Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0. The minutes were approved. 

IX. Public Hearings 

ORDINANCE NO.: 2026-08    Sponsors: Stimpert, Rufener 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE RECODIFICATION, EDITING, AND INCLUSION 

OF CERTAIN ORDINANCES AS PARTS OF THE VARIOUS COMPONENT CODES OF 

THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO 

None. 

ORDINANCE NO.: 2026-10    Sponsors: Kropp, Axiotis 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 121 OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS TO ENSURE 

CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE, ALIGNMENT WITH STATE LAW, AND LEGAL 

DEFENSIBILITY 

None. 

ORDINANCE NO.: 2026-13    Sponsors: Rufener, Axiotis 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE 95-05 AND REMOVING CHAPTER 739 

OF THE NEWTON FALLS CODIFIED ORDINANCES. 

None. 

X. Unfinished Business 

ORDINANCE 2026-07    Sponsors: Axiotis, Rufener 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A POLE 

ATTACHMENT AGREEMENT 
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Mayor Hanson read the ordinance by title only and asked for a motion to adopt the 

ordinance. Moved by Rufener. Second by Stimpert. 

 Rufener made a motion to suspend Council rules. Second by Stimpert. 

  No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; 

Ms. Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0. Council rules were suspended. 

 

Councilman Kropp identified several outstanding issues and errors in the 

document, including incorrect language, unclear contract terms (such as the 

three-year term and termination provisions), grammatical issues, and the use of 

an irrelevant mapping system (Dallas/Fort Worth grid) that does not apply 

locally. He noted that these concerns had been sent to the law director but no 

responses or corrections were received. Council members generally agreed the 

revised contract was an improvement but expressed concern about moving 

forward without legal clarification. Discussion included whether council could 

amend the contract themselves versus needing formal legal review. There was 

also concern that delaying approval might result in lost revenue opportunities 

tied to billing changes. 

 

Rufener made a motion to resume Council rules. Second by Stimpert. 

  No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; 

Ms. Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0. Council rules were resumed. 

 

Kropp made a motion to postpone the legislation until such time that the law 

director responds to the suggested changes and to finalize the contract. Second by 

Axiotis. 

Councilman Kropp expressed disappointment about the delay, noting that 

moving the ordinance forward could have allowed for potential billing 

adjustments or revenue changes to take effect sooner. He acknowledged 

uncertainty but suggested there may have been an opportunity to recover 

or adjust funds if the legislation progressed. In response, Councilman 

Rufener clarified that due to the extent of revisions in the contract, the 

ordinance would have reset to a first reading, meaning it could not have 

been advanced quickly regardless. This clarification reduced the 

likelihood that immediate financial impact would have occurred even if it 

proceeded.  

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; 

Ms. Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0. Council rules were resumed. 

 

ORDINANCE NO.: 2026-08    Sponsors: Stimpert, Rufener 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE RECODIFICATION, EDITING, AND INCLUSION 

OF CERTAIN ORDINANCES AS PARTS OF THE VARIOUS COMPONENT CODES OF 

THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO (Final Reading) 

Mayor Hanson read the ordinance by title only and asked for a motion to adopt the 

ordinance. Moved by Rufener. Second by Kropp. 

 No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. 

Stimpert-yes. The ordinance passed 5-0.  
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ORDINANCE NO.: 2026-10    Sponsors: Kropp, Axiotis 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 121 OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS TO ENSURE 

CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE, ALIGNMENT WITH STATE LAW, AND LEGAL 

DEFENSIBILITY 

Mayor Hanson read the ordinance by title only and asked for a motion to adopt the 

ordinance. Moved by Kropp. Second by Axiotis. 

Council discussion focused on the removal of certain charter provisions to ensure 

compliance with state law and avoid legal risk. Councilman Axiotis addressed 

public concerns—particularly online comments suggesting council was avoiding 

requirements like drug testing—clarifying that the issue was not reluctance but 

rather ensuring the village does not enforce provisions that may be illegal or 

unconstitutional. He emphasized that council has a responsibility to protect 

taxpayers from potential lawsuits and financial liability, noting that maintaining 

questionable or unlawful provisions could expose the village to costly legal 

challenges. While acknowledging that some removed provisions might have merit 

in concept, he stressed that legal compliance must take priority in council’s 

decision-making.  

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. 

Stimpert-yes. The ordinance passed 5-0.  

 

ORDINANCE NO.: 2026-13    Sponsors: Rufener, Axiotis 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING ORDINANCE 95-05 AND REMOVING CHAPTER 739 

OF THE NEWTON FALLS CODIFIED ORDINANCES. 

Mayor Hanson read the ordinance by title only and asked for a motion to adopt the 

ordinance. Moved by Rufener. Second by Axiotis. 

 No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. 

Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0. The ordinance passed 5-0.  

XI. New Business     

MOTION 

A Motion to discuss the search process for a new city manager, including 

advertising/recruitment strategy and selection process.  

Mayor Hanson read the motion and asked for a motion to pass the motion. Moved by 

Kropp. Second by Stimpert. 

 Stimpert made a motion to suspend Council rules. Second by Axiotis. 

  No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; 

Ms. Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0. Council rules were suspended. 

 

Council held an in-depth discussion on hiring a new city manager, focusing on 

refining the job description, recruitment strategy, and selection process. 

Members agreed to remove potentially problematic language in the posting—such 

as references to criminal history and “excellent physical health”—due to legal and 

discrimination concerns, relying instead on existing background check 

procedures. There was debate over how broadly to advertise the position, 

balancing cost with the need to attract qualified, executive-level candidates, 

ultimately settling on a wide recruitment effort for an initial 30-day period. 

Council also outlined a structured hiring process in which the clerk would screen 

applicants for minimum qualifications, council would rank candidates, and 
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interviews would follow using standardized questions to ensure consistency and 

fairness. Overall, the discussion emphasized transparency, legal compliance, and 

attracting strong candidates while maintaining a practical and efficient process. 

 

Stimpert made a motion to resume Council rules. Second by Kropp. 

  No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; 

Ms. Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0. Council rules were resumed. 

 

Kropp made a motion to direct the clerk to revise the advertisement/job description per 

that evening’s discussion, and to advertise the position for an initial 30-day period on all 

previously discussed media outlets. Second by Stimpert. 

 No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. 

Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0.  

 

XII. Public Comments  

None. 

XIII. Closing Remarks 

a. Mayor - Mayor Hanson reiterated that the Enbridge gas project is nearing 

completion, with crews finishing concrete, sidewalks, and restoration work. He 

urged residents to inspect their lawns and tree lawns to ensure repairs are 

satisfactory before the contractor leaves. He also addressed a report of a 

suspicious vehicle near the covered bridge, encouraging residents to stay vigilant 

while recognizing that increased visitors in the area are normal. He emphasized 

the importance of community awareness and neighborhood safety without 

overreacting to routine activity. 

b. Council Members 

i. Ward 1 – Councilman Kropp expressed appreciation for the evening’s 

professional and productive discussion, emphasizing the importance of 

respectful dialogue among council members. He stated that this type of 

thoughtful, collaborative approach to handling village business is what 

has been lacking in the past and is necessary moving forward. He 

conveyed optimism that council can continue working together effe 

ii. Ward 2 – None. 

iii. Ward 3 – Councilman Burke reminded residents that the street 

department will be picking up storm-related limbs, encouraging citizens 

to contact the administration building to be added to the pickup list. He 

also expressed appreciation for local business owners, noting their 

positive response and engagement with increased activity in the 

community, particularly related to the ongoing “treasure hunt” initiative. 

iv. Ward 4 – Councilman Rufener announced details for the Newton Falls 

Community Easter Egg Hunt, scheduled for March 21 at the junior/senior 

high school, with doors opening at 12:45 PM and the event starting at 

1:00 PM for children ages 2–12. He highlighted the event as a well-

attended, positive community tradition, noting strong participation in 

prior years and its value for local families. 

v. At-Large – None. 

XIV. Motion to Recess into Executive Session (If Necessary) 

No motion.  
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XV. Adjournment  

Kropp made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting. Second by Stmpert. 

No discussion. 

Roll Call Vote: Mr. Axiotis-yes; Mr. Kropp-yes; Mr. Burke-yes; Mr. Rufener-yes; Ms. 

Stimpert-yes. The motion passed 5-0. The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 pm.  

APPROVED:            
        _________________________________________ 
                                            David Hanson, Mayor 

ATTEST:  
 
_______________________________________________________ 
Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council 

  















VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO  
ORDINANCE NO.: 2026-07 
SPONSOR: Councilpersons Axiotis, Rufener 

 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A POLE 

ATTACHMENT AGREEMENT  

 
WHEREAS, the Village of Newton Falls is willing to permit Cable and/or Phone Companies, to 

place and maintain aerial cables, wires and associated appliances to certain poles owned by the 
Village of Newton Falls; and 

 
WHEREAS Cable and/or Phone Companies agree to pay the Village of Newton Falls an 

annual attachment charge for each pole owned by the Village of Newton Falls to which they make 

attachments. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the Village of Newton Falls, State of Ohio, 

hereby ordains: 

 

SECTION 1: The City Manager is hereby authorized to enter into a pole attachment 

agreement with cable and/or phone companies. Said agreement marked “Exhibit A” attached hereto 

and made a part hereof as if fully rewritten herein. 

 

SECTION 2. That all formal action of this Council concerning and relating to 

the adoption of this Ordinance was taken in an open meeting of this Council, and all 

deliberations of this Council or any of its committees that resulted in such formal 

action were taken in meetings open to the public and/or in compliance with all legal 

requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective as of the earliest date 

permitted by law. 

 
PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS _____ DAY OF _______________, 2026. 

 
 

    _____________________________________ 
   David Hanson, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
                                                      _____________________________________ 
                                Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council 
 
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM:                                                                       
 
                                                    _____________________________________ 
                                                           Jeff Limbian, Law Director 



i 

  

 

 

 

POLE ATTACHMENT AGREEMENT 

 

BETWEEN 

 

The Village of Newton Falls, Ohio 

Licensor 

 

AND 

 

    ___________________________ 

 

Licensee 

 

________________, 2026 



 

Page - 1 

 

POLE ATTACHMENT AGREEMENT 

BETWEEN 

 The Village of Newton Falls, Ohio  

AND 

[COMPANY] 

 

 

            THIS POLE ATTACHMENT AGREEMENT (hereinafter “Agreement”), entered on this 

_______ day of_________, 202____ by and between The Village of Newton Falls (hereinafter 

“Licensor”), Trumbull County, Ohio, a municipal corporation organized and existing under the 

laws of the State of Ohio, having its principal office located at; 612 W. Broad St., and 

_____________________ (hereinafter “Licensee”), an Ohio corporation organized and existing 

under the laws of the State of Ohio or a foreign corporation registered to do business in the state 

of Ohio with the Ohio Secretary of State.  (The Licensor and the Licensee shall hereinafter be 

known collectively as the “Parties”.) 

 

 WHEREAS, Licensee furnishes communications services, and desires to place and 

maintain its equipment, including, but not limited to aerial cables, antennas, transceivers, amplifiers, 

wires, and associated hardware, installed by Licensee, (hereinafter cumulatively referred to as 

“Equipment”) on Licensor’s electric poles now in existence or hereafter served by Licensor’s 

electric system; and 

 

 WHEREAS, Licensor will permit, subject to the terms and conditions set forth herein, 

attachment of Licensee’s Equipment to its poles. Licensor has the right to grant such attachments, 

provided such use will not interfere with Licensor’s own utility service requirements, or the existing 

attachments of other Licensee’s contracted use of the Licensor’s poles.   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants, terms and conditions 

herein contained, the Parties do hereby mutually agree as follows:   
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ARTICLE I 

SCOPE OF AGREEMENT 

 

1.1       Service Area. 

 This Agreement shall be in effect in all areas where Licensor provides electric utility 

service and shall apply to all electric utility poles solely owned or controlled by Licensor.  

 

1.2 Authorization.  

 Subject to the provisions of this Agreement, Licensor grants to Licensee, and Licensee 

accepts from Licensor, a non-exclusive license to occupy, place and maintain Licensee’s 

Equipment on Licensor’s poles including the use of drop service poles, unless otherwise excluded 

by separate addendum.  No use of poles, regardless of the length of extended agreement, nor 

payment of fees, nor charges required under this Agreement, shall create or vest in Licensee any 

ownership or property rights in such poles or related easements.  Licensee’s rights herein shall 

remain a mere license.  

 

1.3 Assignment.  

 Licensee may not assign its rights under this Agreement to any other entity without 

Licensor’s prior written consent.  

 

1.4 Facility Removal.  

 Upon termination of this Agreement for any reason, and subject to the provisions of 

applicable law, Licensee, at the request of Licensor, shall remove, at Licensee’s expense, all of 

Licensee’s Equipment from poles within six (6) months unless granted greater time by Licensor.  

In the event Licensee fails to remove all of Licensee’s Equipment within the time specified, 

Licensor may remove the Licensee’s Equipment at Licensee’s expense.  Licensor shall incur no 

liability as a result of such action, and nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to require 

Licensor to store or salvage all or any part of Licensee’s Equipment.   

 



 

Page - 3 

 

1.5 Authorizations Required.  

 Licensee shall secure all authorizations, franchises, licenses, permits, easements and 

consents required for the construction, operation and maintenance of the Licensee’s Equipment.  

If any authorizations, franchises, licenses, permits, easements or consents obtained by Licensee 

are subsequently revoked or denied for any reason, Licensor may revoke Licensee’s permission to 

attach Licensee’s Equipment to Licensor’s poles, and this Agreement shall be null and void.  

 

1.6 Term; Renewal; Termination.  

 (a) Initial Term. This Agreement shall become effective upon the date of execution and     

shall continue in effect for an initial term of three (3) year. 

(b) Renewal.  Upon expiration of the Initial Term, this Agreement shall renew for one (1) 

year periods only upon mutual written agreement of the Parties.  

(c) Termination.  Either Party may terminate this Agreement at any time, with ninety (90) 

days written notice.  Upon such notice, this Agreement shall terminate upon (a) the 

termination date specified in the termination notice, if any, or (b) six (6) months after 

the date of the termination notice.  If this Agreement is terminated, the contract terms 

and conditions, including the applicable rates, shall continue as stated herein. 

 

 ARTICLE II 

 PLACING, TRANSFERRING OR REARRANGING ATTACHMENTS 

 

2.1 Permit Application.  

 Before making attachment to any pole of Licensor, Licensee shall submit a permit application 

(Schedule A) and receive from Licensor a permit for such attachment.  No attachments, overlash, 

transfer, or occupancy shall occur absent an express written authorization issued by the Licensor.  

“Overlashing” shall be defined as “The practice of attaching new cables directly onto existing 

Licensee cable bundles or supporting Licensee strands on utility poles.”  Overlashing shall require 

prior written approval following Licensor’s engineering review to assure load, clearance, safety, or 

reliability impacts that may occur.   
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2.2 Field Inspection/Make-ready Survey.  

 In the event of Licensee’s intent to install new attachments, a Field Inspection/Make-ready 

Survey shall be the responsibility of the Licensee.  When Licensor receives an application for 

attachment or overlashing, a Field Inspection/Make-ready survey shall be performed at Licensee’s 

expense to determine the adequacy of the existing poles and anchors to accommodate Licensee’s 

Facilities. Licensor may perform the Field Inspection portion of the Make-Ready survey and 

Licensee may be present with Licensee’s notification in writing.  

 

2.3 Grant or Denial of Access. 

 Except as otherwise provided by law, Licensor reserves the right to deny Licensee access to 

any pole, where there is insufficient capacity on a pole or for reasons of safety, reliability or generally 

applicable engineering standards.  No attachment, overlash, transfer, or occupancy shall occur absent 

an express written authorization issued by Licensor.  Failure of Licensor to act within any referenced 

timeframe shall not constitute approval, consent, or grant of access. 

2.4 Make-ready.  

 (A) Whenever any pole to which Licensee seeks attachment or occupancy can and must 

be modified or replaced solely to accommodate Licensee’s equipment, Licensor will provide Licensee 

with a detailed estimate of make-ready work it deems necessary to prepare the pole for Licensee’s 

equipment; such estimate shall include an estimate of the time that will be needed to complete the 

work.  Licensor will provide Licensee with such estimate in fourteen (14) days.  After receiving this 

estimate, if Licensee still desires to make the equipment attachments, Licensee shall notify Licensor 

within fourteen (14) days of receiving such estimate of such continuing desire to attach, and shall pay 

to Licensor any required advance payment for the cost of such make-ready work, which may include 

engineering, materials (including poles and associated hardware), cost of removal (less any salvage 

value), and the expense of transferring Licensor’s facilities, as well as the attachments of other 

preexisting occupants, from the old to the new poles if required solely to accommodate Licensee’s 

equipment.  Where the advance payment of estimated expenses made to Licensor by Licensee for 

both non-replacement make-ready and replacements is less than the actual cost of work described 

above, Licensee agrees to pay Licensor the amount more than the amount of the advance payment.  

Where the advance payment of estimated expenses made to Licensor by Licensee exceeds such actual 

costs, Licensor agrees to refund the excess payment to Licensee.  Licensor shall promptly commence 
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the requested make-ready and pole replacement work and shall complete all requested make-ready 

and pole replacement work within fourteen (14) days. Licensee shall not be responsible for any make 

ready costs required to cure pre-existing violations of the NESC or other applicable requirements. 

 (B) Notwithstanding the above, at its option, and with the consent of Licensor, Licensee 

may choose a contractor, which meets industry standard qualifications and criteria, to perform make-

ready work on its behalf.  In secured areas where safety or system reliability concerns are an issue, 

Licensor may require an escort to supervise the work of Licensee’s agents.  Licensor shall also retain 

the right to perform post-installation inspections, at Licensee’s expense, to ensure Licensee’s agents’ 

work meets Licensor’s standards.   The Licensor shall be the sole determiner of safety, reliability, 

training, insurance, and operational considerations in accordance with provisions of this Agreement 

and such Licensor approval shall be provided in accordance with these provisions.   

 (C) Licensor shall be responsible for notifying other parties with existing attachments or 

occupancy and coordinating the make-ready work necessary to accommodate Licensee’s 

attachments.  

 

2.5 Multiple Applications.   

 Unless otherwise required by applicable laws or contracts with third parties in existence prior 

to January 1, 2026, when applications to occupy the same pole have been received from two or more 

prospective occupants, all necessary accommodations needed for their respective equipment, each 

such prospective occupant shall bear the applicable costs of rearrangement or replacement incurred 

in conjunction with its own application. 

 

2.6 Modifications and Cost Allocation. 

If a pole to which Licensee has previously made an attachment or occupancy is to be modified 

or replaced due to the requirements of another attaching entity, including Licensor, except when such 

modification is for the purpose of performing routine maintenance or to respond to an emergency 

situation, Licensor shall provide Licensee with forty-five (45) days’ notice of the proposed 

modification or replacement so that Licensee can determine whether it wishes to add to or modify its 

existing attachment or occupancy in connection with the proposed modification or replacement.  In 

the event Licensee decides to add to or modify its existing attachment or occupancy in connection 

with the proposed modification or replacement, Licensee shall give notice to Licensor of its intent 
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within thirty (30) days of receipt of notice from Licensor.  Any such additions or modifications desired 

by Licensee shall be made at Licensee’s sole cost.  The allocation of further costs of pole modification 

or replacement shall be as follows: 

(A) If Licensor replaces or modifies a pole to accommodate the Licensor’s own requirements 

or to ensure compliance with regulatory, legal, or technical standards applicable to Licensor, Licensor 

shall bear the costs of replacement or modification and Licensee shall bear the costs to transfer or 

rearrange Licensee’s attachments; 

(B) If Licensor replaces or modifies a pole solely to accommodate the new attachments of 

Licensee or to accommodate modifications of Licensee’s attachments, Licensee shall bear the costs 

of such replacement or modification as well as the cost of transferring or rearranging the attachments 

of Licensee and other Licensees on the Licensor’s pole; 

(C) In the event that Licensor replaces or modifies a pole to accommodate the new or 

modified attachments of other Licensee, that Licensee shall bear the cost of replacement or 

modification as well as the cost of transferring or rearranging the attachments of all Licensee on the 

pole.   

 

2.7 Pole Maintenance. 

 (A) Licensee, at its sole expense and risk and by the terms of this Agreement, shall place, 

transfer, and rearrange its own attachments on poles or place guides to sustain any unbalanced pole 

loads caused by its own attachments, and perform any tree trimming incidental thereto.  Licensee 

always shall perform such work promptly and in such manner as not to interfere with the service of 

Licensor or by other pole occupant, except to the extent Licensee determines that an emergency 

situation requires such work to be performed in a manner in which interference cannot be reasonably 

avoided, with any expenses occasioned by such emergency shall be borne by the Licensee. 

(B) In the event Licensor determines that a declared emergency is an actual emergency, 

Licensor may arrange to relocate, replace, remove, renew or disconnect Licensee’s equipment and 

transfer equipment to substituted poles or perform any other work in connection with Licensee’s 

equipment that may be required during the emergency. Licensor shall provide Licensee with the 

notice of the situation as soon as practicable so that Licensor and Licensee, if possible, may coordinate 

responses to the emergency.  
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 (C) Licensee shall be responsible for trimming and cutting all trees, shrubbery, and other 

vegetation in the vicinity of its equipment as necessary for the operation of its own equipment at its 

own expense. Notice shall be made within two (2) business days to Licensor.  For routine 

maintenance, property owner(s) must be provided notice within two (2) business days of any tree 

trimming or vegetation cutting on Licensor’s property to be performed by Licensee, unless Licensee 

reasonably determines that an emergency situation requires such work to be performed in a manner 

that advance notice is not possible; in an emergency, Licensee shall provide notice of the situation as 

soon as reasonably practicable. 

 

2.8 Drop Poles.  

 Notwithstanding any other provision, after initial installation of its Equipment, Licensee shall 

have the right to attach non-current carrying service drops to drop poles, if there is adequate space to 

accommodate Licensee’s attachment, subject to Licensor review and approval through periodic 

reporting and subject to suspension where safety, clearance, or capacity concerns arise.  Once 

approved by Licensor, Licensee shall provide thirty (30) day notice before such attachment.  Licensee 

shall forward a notice of attachment quarterly for billing adjustments.   

 

2.9 Continuous Operation.   

 Licensee shall not interfere with the normal operation of Licensor’s equipment during 

Licensee’s performance of any construction or maintenance, and that Licensee is to provide and use 

all protective equipment and practices necessary for the protection of Licensee’s employees and 

equipment and to prevent interferences with normal operation of Licensor’s facilities, equipment and 

services.  

 

2.10 Compliance With Safety Codes. 

 Licensee shall place its equipment attached to Licensor’s poles in a safe condition and in 

thorough repair, and in compliance with the requirements and specifications set forth in applicable 

Federal and State law, the National Electrical Safety Code in effect as of the time of attachment 

(“NESC”) and the applicable rules and regulations of the Occupational Safety and Health Act.   In 

the event the NESC is updated, all new equipment installed by Licensee after the effective date of the 

updated NESC shall comply with the applicable requirements of the updated NESC, unless such 
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changes to the NESC require application to existing facilities.   Licensor shall apply to Licensee only 

such specifications, standards and practices as are uniformly applied to all third parties attached to 

Poles. 

 

2.11 Non-Interference with Licensor Facilities.  

 Licensee always shall ensure that its agents, servants, employees, and contractors neither take 

nor attempt to take any action whatsoever to interfere with Licensor's wires, attachments, and other 

facilities attached to or supported by poles covered by this Agreement.   

 

 

ARTICLE III 

INSPECTIONS 

 

3.1 Post-Installation and Safety Inspections.  

 Licensor reserves the right to inspect each new Licensee installation on poles and in the 

vicinity of Licensor’s lines. Licensor also reserves the right to make reasonable periodic inspections 

as such conditions may warrant, to determine if Licensee’s construction complies with the approved 

shop drawings, construction drawings, and/or applicable safety codes or laws.   

 

3.2 Facilities Inventory. 

 (A) Licensee and Licensor acting in cooperation for purposes of rendering bills shall 

tabulate the total number of Licensee attachments on Poles.  This tabulation shall be based on a 

perpetual inventory of permits and/or inspections. 

 (B) Within one (1) year from the start date of this Agreement, Licensor shall conduct 

an initial inventory of Licensee’s attachments to verify the number of poles on which Licensee has 

attached its equipment and may conduct subsequent inspections as set forth herein.  Subject to the 

provisions of Section 3.3, all such attachments found in the initial inventory shall be considered 

provisionally authorized for billing purposes only, subject to verification of compliance with all 

safety, permitting, and engineering standards.  Licensee shall forthwith cure violations of the 

requirements of Section 2.10 caused by such attachments that are attributable to Licensee.  

Licensor shall provide thirty (30) days’ notice of any such initial inventory so that Licensee may 
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be present and observe such inventory. The cost of such inventory of Licensee’s attachments to 

poles shall be Licensee’s responsibility. 

 (C)   1. Subsequent to the initial inventory described above, inventories of Licensee’s 

attachments to poles may be conducted, at Licensee’s expense, no more often than once every five 

(5) years, in Licensor’s discretion, either by Licensor or an independent contractor for the 

performance of such physical inventory through the Licensor’s usual process for acquisition of such 

services supplemented by Licensee as noted above.   

  2. Licensor may, at its discretion, conduct inventories in addition to those 

described above in Section 3.2(C)1, but Licensee shall not be responsible for any of the costs of any 

such additional inventory.  

  

3.3 Inventory Disparity.  

(A)  Except for attachments identified in the initial inventory described above in Section 

3.2, in the event the number of poles to which Licensee has attached its equipment differs from the 

number shown in Licensor records, Licensor may demand from Licensee, for each pole with an 

unauthorized attachment, an unauthorized attachment penalty not in excess of an amount 

approximately equal to the otherwise applicable annual pole attachment fees for the number of years 

since the most recent inventory or five (5) years, whichever is less.  This penalty shall be imposed in 

lieu of any amounts recoverable for unpaid annual fees.  Upon thirty (30) days’ notice from Licensor 

to Licensee of the location of an unauthorized attachment, Licensee shall either apply for a permit or 

remove its attachment.   If Licensee fails to either apply for a permit or remove its attachment within 

thirty (30) days, Licensor shall have the right to remove the unauthorized attachment at the sole risk 

and expense of Licensee.  

(B) If the total number of poles results in a decrease in the number of poles to which 

Licensee has attached for any year during such period, Licensor shall refund to Licensee the fees 

previously paid for such poles for such years.  If the duration of such period of non-attachment cannot 

be determined, it will be presumed that such equipment shall have been non-attached for a period of 

two (2) years. 

 

 ARTICLE IV 

 ABANDONMENT OF JOINT POLES AND REMOVAL OF ATTACHMENTS 
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4.1 Notice.  

 Licensee, at any time, may remove its equipment from any pole of Licensor, and shall give 

Licensor written notice within thirty (30) days of such removal.  Licensee will pay Licensor a pro-

rated annual fee amount for the portion of the payment period during which Licensee attached to such 

poles.  

 

4.2 Pole Removal, Abandonment or Relocation.  

 If Licensor desires at any time to remove, abandon or relocate any pole, it shall give Licensee 

notice in writing to that effect at least 90 days prior to the date on which it intends to abandon or 

relocate such pole. If, at the expiration of such period, Licensor has no attachments on such pole but 

Licensee has not removed all of its attachments from such pole, Licensor may in its sole discretion 

and in accordance with applicable law, transfer the pole to Licensee, abandon the pole or remove the 

pole.  In the event Licensee agrees to accept such pole, Licensee shall hold Licensor harmless from 

all obligation, liability, damages, costs, expenses or charges incurred thereafter, and not arising out of 

any prior event or occurrence theretofore as a result of any attachments to such pole.  In the case of 

relocation, Licensee shall ensure that its equipment  is removed in a timely manner, but no later than 

ninety (90) days from the receipt of Licensor’s notice. 

 

 ARTICLE V 

 POLE ATTACHMENT FEE AND PROCEDURE FOR PAYMENTS 

 

5.1 Pole Attachment Fee.  

 Pole attachment rates shall be established based on a documented cost-of-service analysis and 

may be adjusted by resolution of Village Council of Licensor upon ninety (90) days written notice.  

Nothing herein shall require the Licensor to charge less than its reasonable costs of administration, 

inspection, inventory, and infrastructure burden.   

 

5.2 Billing Cycle. 

The billing cycle will be executed on an annual basis. 
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5.3      Payment Due Date.  

Pole attachment fees shall be invoiced annually.  The invoice will reflect the number of 

attachments as of the first day of such billing month.  Invoices shall be considered delinquent if 

not paid within thirty (30) days of receipt.  If Licensor does not receive fee within thirty (30) days 

after it becomes due, Licensee shall pay interest in the amount of 10% of the total invoice to Licensor.  

 

 ARTICLE VI 

 LIABILITY AND INSURANCE 

 

6.1 Indemnity and Allocation of Liability. 

 The Parties shall exercise reasonable care to avoid interference with or interruption in the 

provision of the other’s services.  The Parties shall exercise reasonable care to avoid damage to the 

facilities of each other, to the facilities of other attaching entities on poles or to other persons or their 

property.  Licensee shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the Licensor, it’s elected officials, 

officers, employees, and agents from any and all claims, damages, losses, liabilities, costs, and 

expenses, including reasonable attorney fees, arising out of or relating to Licensee’s equipment, acts, 

omissions, or breach of this Agreement, except to the extent caused by the sole negligence or willful 

misconduct of the Licensor.   

  

6.2 Insurance Requirements.  

 Licensee shall carry and keep in force, while this Agreement is in effect, insurance contracts, 

policies and protection satisfactory to Licensor in amounts and for coverage deemed necessary for its 

protection by Licensee, but in no event for amounts or coverage less than the following minimum 

requirements: 

 (A) Commercial General Liability Insurance (including, but not limited to premises, 

operations, explosion, collapse and underground hazard, broad form property damage, 

products/completed operations, contractual liability, independent contractors, personal injury) with 

limits of  $2,000,000 combined single limit bodily injury and property damage for each occurrence. 

 (B) Licensee shall also carry and keep in force, while this Agreement is in effect, Workers’ 

Compensation insurance in compliance with the applicable law and employer's liability insurance 

with minimum limits of $1,000,000 per occurrence. 
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 (C) Licensee shall furnish Licensor with certificates of insurance showing that such 

insurance is in effect and will not be cancelled or modified without thirty (30) days’ prior written 

notice to the Licensor.   

 (D) Licensor shall be an additional insured on such policies. 

 

ARTICLE VII 

 TERMINATION AND DEFAULTS 

 

7.1 Default.  

 If Licensee shall default in any obligation under this Agreement, Licensor may, in the event 

Licensee fails to cure such default in accordance with Section 7.3 below, in its sole reasonable 

discretion either (i) terminate Licensee’s use of poles covered by this Agreement which are the subject 

of the default or (ii) terminate this Agreement in its entirety.  

 

7.2  Termination Effective Date.  

 Any termination of this Agreement in its entirety shall be effective by written notice from one 

Party to the other, and termination shall be effective upon ninety (90) days’ notice.  Any termination 

regarding particular poles shall be effective in forty-five (45) days. 

 

7.3 Opportunity to Cure.  

 Prior to exercising any right to terminate this Agreement in its entirety pursuant to Section 

7.1, Licensor shall provide notice to Licensee and Licensee will have an opportunity to cure within 

sixty (60) days.  Prior to exercising any right to terminate the use of any pole pursuant to Section 7.1, 

Licensor shall provide notice to Licensee and Licensee shall have thirty (30) days or within such time 

frame as is reasonable to affect which cannot be completed in thirty (30) days, to cure.  

 

7.4 Liquidated Damages.  

 In the event this agreement is terminated because of Licensee's default or noncompliance, 

Licensor may retain unused prepaid fees to the extent related to actual costs incurred, and such retention 

shall not operate as a penalty.  Such liquidated damages shall not preclude legal action in the event the 

default of noncompliance damages exceed the prepaid charges or attachment fees. 

. 
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 ARTICLE VIII 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

 

8.1 Survival. 

The obligations of the parties under this Agreement, to the extent that they arose while the 

Agreement was in effect and remained unfulfilled at the time of termination, shall survive both the 

termination of this Agreement and/or the termination of any permit or license granted hereunder. 

Any such termination shall not release either party from any liabilities, claims, or obligations 

arising hereunder including, but not limited to, indemnities which may have accrued or are 

accruing prior to or at the time of termination. 

 

8.3 Waiver.  

 Failure to enforce or insist upon compliance with any of the terms or conditions of this 

Agreement shall not constitute a general waiver or relinquishment of any such terms or conditions, 

but the same shall be and remain at all times in full force and effect. 

 

8.4 Entire Agreement. 

 This Agreement, and the Schedules and Exhibits attached hereto, embodies the entire 

Agreement and understanding of the Parties with respect to the subject matter hereof and 

supersedes all prior agreements between the Parties hereto for attachment of Licensee’s equipment 

to poles.  This Agreement may be amended only upon the mutual agreement of both Parties.  The 

Parties agree that this Agreement does not relieve Licensee from complying with Licensor’s 

generally applicable rights of way, franchising, construction or permitting requirements for users 

of Licensor’s rights of way or other public property or for companies providing service within 

Licensor’s jurisdicton. 

 

8.5 Notice. 

 Any notice hereunder may be given only in writing, by Certified, Registered or Return 

Receipt Requested United States first class mail, postage prepaid or by a nationally recognized 

overnight carrier service. 

 If given to Licensor, addressed to: 
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  Village of Newton Falls 

  Attn: Finance Department 

  612 W. Broad St. 

  Newton Falls, OH 44444 

    

If given to Licensee, addressed to: 

   

 

 

 

 

 

8.6 Compliance with Laws and Regulations. 

Each Party shall comply with all applicable federal, state and local statutes, ordinances, 

resolutions, regulations, rules, judicial decisions, and administrative rulings applicable to its 

performance under this Agreement.  In the event of a change in any applicable federal or state law 

that requires modifications to any of the provisions of this Agreement, such change shall be 

effective as required by law.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to limit the Licensor’s 

legislative, regulatory, or police powers, including the adoption of ordinances or policies of general 

applicability.   

 

8.7 Applicable Law; Disputes. 

 This Agreement shall in all respects be subject to and construed in accordance with and 

governed by the laws of the United States and the State of Ohio.  Any litigation brought by either 

party shall be brought solely in Trumbull County Court or The Federal Court in Northeast Ohio. 

 

8.8 Severability. 

 Except as otherwise provided herein, the invalidity or unenforceability of any particular 

provision, or part thereof, of this Agreement shall not affect the other provisions, and this 

Agreement shall continue in all respects as if such invalid or unenforceable provision had not been 

contained herein.  
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8.9 Force Majeure. 

 Neither Party shall be liable for any delay or failure in performance of any part of this 

Agreement if due to a cause beyond its control and without its fault or negligence including, 

without limitation, acts of nature, acts of civil or military authority, governmental regulations, 

embargoes, epidemics, terrorist acts, riots, insurrections, fires, explosions, earthquakes, nuclear 

accidents, floods, other major environmental disturbances, or unusually severe weather conditions,  

 

9 Exhibits. 

This Agreement shall include all Schedules, Appendices and Exhibits referenced in this 

Agreement and attached hereto as if the Schedules, Appendices and Exhibits were part of the 

Agreement. 

 

Schedule A - Pole Attachment Application 

Schedule B – Fee Schedule 

 

 
 

[SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGE] 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have their respective officers who are duly 

authorized to execute this Agreement below. 

 

      Licensor:  

VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS  

 

 

Date:      By       

 

Name       

 

Title       

 

 

 

      LICENSEE: 
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Date:      By       

 

Name       

 

      Title       

 



 

Schedule A-1 

Schedule A – Pole Attachment Application 

 
Pole Attachment Application 

for the 
Village of Newton Falls, Ohio 

 
The applicant’s rights, obligations, and remedies relating to this application are set forth 
in, and governed solely by, the Pole Attachment Agreement by and between the Village 
of Newton Falls, Ohio (“Licensor”) and the applicant hereunder (“Licensee”).  
 
Incomplete applications will be returned to the Licensee without further action by the 
Licensor. Required information includes the completed application, proposed schedule, 
prints and maps, proposed route and project description. 
 
 
Application Information 
 
Application #       Date        
 
Applicant Name           
 
Applicant Representative          
 
Phone     Fax      E-mail      
 
 

Project Description 
(Attach if necessary) 

No. of 
Municipality 

poles 

No. of 
foreign 
poles 

Planned 
Install Date 

 
 
 
 

   

 
Proposed Cable Installation___________  Existing Cable Installation____________ 
 
No. of cables to install _______________  Existing cable count_________________ 
 
Fiber count _________________________  Existing pole count __________________ 
 
Pole count __________________________  Cable(s) diameter____________________ 

[to be attached]



 

Schedule A-1 

Cable diameter ______________________ Strand(s) diameter___________________ 
  

Nearest street address of attachment Municipality Grid No. Village Grid      
Verification 

 
 

  

 
 
Applicant 
 
By:       
Name:      



 

Schedule B 

Schedule B - Fee Schedule 

 

     Per Pole/Per Year 

 

YEAR                    RATE 

2019   $7.00 

2026   $11.00 

 

 

The rate for each year after 2026 to increase at an annual rate of 2% over the prior year’s rate. 

 



VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO 
ORDINANCE NO.: 2026-15 
SPONSOR: Councilpersons Stimpert, Kropp, Rufener 
 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AND EXECUTE ANY NECESSARY CONTRACTS WITH 

MEDICAL MUTUAL TO PROVIDE EMPLOYEE HEALTH CARE INSURANCE AND 
BENEFITS AND WITH ACRISURE GREAT LAKES DBA BURNHAM & FLOWER TO 

ADMINISTER THE COVERAGE PLAN SET FORTH HEREIN 

 
WHEREAS, the Village obtained quotes for employee health insurance and 

benefits coverage for 2026; and 

WHEREAS, Council has determined that the attached rate proposal from Medical 

Mutual for the MMO Balanced Solutions plan HSA 7500 MMRX provides the best 

coverage for the best price when taking into account the Village's employee benefit needs 

and short-term and long-range benefit strategies; and 

WHEREAS, Council has determined that entering into a contract with a third-

party administrator provides the best service to the Village in administering said 

employee health benefits plan and has determined that Acrisure Great Lakes dba 

Burnham & Flower is the best, most responsible choice to provide those services to the 

Village. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the Village of Newton 

Falls, Ohio: 

SECTION 1. That Council hereby authorizes and directs the City Manager to enter 

into and execute any necessary agreements with Medical Mutual for the MMO Balanced 

Solutions Plan HSA 7500 MMRX for employee health care insurance and benefits based 

upon the rate proposal that is attached hereto, as well as, with Acrisure Great Lakes dba 

Burnham & Flower to administer the health care insurance and benefits on behalf of the 

Village. 

SECTION 2. That all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to 

the adoption of this Ordinance were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and all 

deliberations of this Council or any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 

were taken in meetings open to the public and/or in compliance with all legal 

requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency 

measure necessary for the public peace, health, welfare, and safety of the residents of 

the Village because the Village needs to have its 2026 employee health insurance 

benefits in place and in effect as of May1, 2026. Therefore, this Ordinance shall take 

immediate effect upon its passage, pursuant to Newton Falls Charter Article Ill, Section 

21. 
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PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS _____ DAY OF _______ 2026. 

 
 

 
     ______________________________ 

      David Hanson, Mayor 

 
 Attest: 

           _______________________________________ 

      Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council 

 
 Approved as to Legal Form. 

                _______________________________________ 
      Jeff Limbian, Law Director 
 

 













VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO  
ORDINANCE NO.: 2026-16 
SPONSOR: Councilpersons Stimpert, Kropp, Rufener 

AN ORDINANCE RATIFYING AND/OR CONFIRMING THE ADMINISTRATIVE OVERHEAD 

COST ALLOCATIONS TO THE ELECTRIC REVENUE FUND, THE WATER REVENUE FUND, 

THE SEWER REVENUE FUND AND GENERAL FUND. 

WHEREAS, The Council of the Village of Newton Falls established a fair and equitable 

method for determining administrative support services for the Electric Revenue Fund, the Water 

Revenue Fund, the Sewer Revenue Fund and General Fund; and 

WHEREAS, The Finance Director has followed the overhead cost allocation plan approved 

by Council to determine the allocations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the Village of Newton Falls, State of Ohio, hereby 
ordains: 

SECTION 2: The method of determining administrative cost allocations has been 

approved by Council by way of a Resolution 01-2025. 

SECTION 2: Administrative overhead allocations will be to the following funds General 

Fund, Water Fund, Sewer Fund, and Electric Fund. 

SECTION 3: Overhead cost allocations will be based on each previous year's statistical 

data, requiring an annual update of data. 

SECTION 4: The percentages, which are presented in "Exhibit A" attached hereto as if fully 

rewritten herein, set by this methodology are hereby approved by Council. 

SECTION 5: The remainder of Ordinance 2007-22 shall remain intact. 

SECTION 6: Any Ordinance or parts of ordinances in conflict with the context of this 

ordinance ae hereby repealed. 

SECTION 7: That all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the 

adoption of this Ordinance were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and all deliberations of 

this Council or any of its committees that resulted in such formal action were taken in meetings 

open to the public and/or in compliance with all legal requirements, including Section 

121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 

PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS _____ DAY OF _______________, 2026. 

 

 

   
                                    ________________________________________ 
                                    David Hanson, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

                                   ________________________________________ 

                                    Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council 

 

APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM. 

                                    ________________________________________ 

                                    Jeff Limbian, Law Director 

 



2026 2025 2024 2023
General 29.92% 23.14% 26.23% 34.86%
Water Plant 14.10% 15.79% 14.30% 10.43%
Water Distribution 14.10% 15.79% 14.30% 10.43%
Sewer 19.86% 21.90% 18.58% 16.04%
Electric 22.02% 23.38% 26.59% 28.25%

100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

2026 2025 2024 2023
General 29.92% 23.14% 26.23% 34.86%
Water Plant 14.10% 15.79% 14.30% 10.43%
Water Distribution 14.10% 15.79% 14.30% 10.43%
Sewer 19.86% 21.90% 18.58% 16.04%
Electric 22.02% 23.38% 26.59% 28.25%

100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

2026 2025 2024 2023
General 25.90% 25.63% 20.93% 34.86%
Water Plant 12.23% 12.76% 13.73% 10.43%
Water Distribution 12.23% 12.76% 13.73% 10.43%
Sewer 21.85% 19.19% 18.66% 16.04%
Electric 27.79% 29.65% 32.96% 28.25%

100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

2026 2025 2024 2023
General 31.50% 23.29% 32.11% 34.86%
Water Plant 15.16% 13.95% 14.23% 10.43%
Water Distribution 15.16% 13.95% 14.23% 10.43%
Sewer 18.37% 22.44% 19.66% 16.04%
Electric 19.81% 26.37% 19.77% 28.25%

100.00% 100.00% 100.00% 100.00%

City Manager

Council

Finance

Law

Exhibit A



VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO 

ORDINANCE NO.: 2026-17 

 SPONSOR: Councilpersons Stimpert, Kropp, Rufener 
 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO 

ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH ASSURED PARTNERS THROUGH THE OHIO 

PLAN FOR THE CITY'S PROPERTY AND LIABILITY INSURANCE RENEWAL 

 
WHEREAS, Village Council recognizes the need for the Village of Newton Falls to 

carry Property and Liability Insurance for all Village Properties, Equipment and Operations. 

 

WHEREAS, Village Council recognizes the need for the Property and Liability 

Insurance to be renewed for Village of Newton Falls operations to continue. 

WHEREAS, Village Council recognizes the need to maintain Village of Newton Falls 

operations and renew the Property and Liability Insurance by April 1, 2026. This creates an 

emergency situation for the passage of this ordinance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the Village of Newton Falls, State of Ohio, 

hereby ordains: 

SECTION 1. That the City Manager enter into a contract with Assured Partners 
of Ohio, LLC for the renewal of the Village of Newton Falls Property and Liability 
Insurance Coverage through the Ohio Plan Risk Management Inc. for coverage from 
04/01/2025 to 04/01/2026. 

 
SECTION 2. That all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the 

adoption of this Ordinance were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and all 
deliberations of this Council or any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were taken in meetings open to the public and/or in compliance with all legal 
requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
SECTION 3. That this Ordinance shall be effective as of the earliest date permitted 

by law. 

 

SECTION 4. This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure 

necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety or welfare 

of the citizens of the Village of Newton Falls and to ensure continuous coverage in 

Property and Liability Insurance for the operations of the Village of Newton Falls. 
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PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS _____ DAY OF _______________, 2026. 
 
 

     _____________________________________ 
                           David Hanson, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 

 _______________________________________ 
 Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council 

 
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: 
                                                                        _______________________________________ 
                                                                       Jeff Limbian, Law Director 

 
































































