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NEWTON FALLS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, July 20, 2022; 6:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
612 WEST BROAD STREET 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS  CITY ADMINISTRATION 
     
Ward 1 VACANT  City Manager Pamela Priddy 
Ward 2 John Baryak  Law Director Brad Bryan 
Ward 3 Tesa Spletzer  Interim Finance Director Sean Housley 
Ward 4 Christopher Granchie  City Clerk Michael Acomb 
At- Large Julie Stimpert    
Mayor Kenneth Kline    

 

I. Call to Order 
II. Pledge of Allegiance / Silent Prayer 

III. Roll Call 
IV. Special Presentations by Staff Members or Invited Consultants 
V. Public Comments 

VI. Reports 
a. Mayor 
b. Council Members 
c. Finance Director 
d. Law Director 
e. City Manager 

Changes To Tonight’s Agenda 

VII. Approval of Previous Minutes 
Caucus Minutes, July 6, 2022 
Regular Meeting Minutes, July 6, 2022 
 

VIII. Public Hearings 

ORDINANCE 2022-31    Sponsor: Councilperson Granchie 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING & SUBDIVISION FEE SCHEDULE TO 
ADD A DOG PARK PERMIT FEE   
 
ORDINANCE 2022-33    Sponsor: Councilperson Spletzer 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SECTION 121.05 OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
PERTAINING TO THE SALE, LEASE, OR DISPOSAL OF MUNICIPAL REAL 
PROPERTY 
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IX. Unfinished Business 

ORDINANCE 2022-31    Sponsor: Councilperson Granchie 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING & SUBDIVISION FEE SCHEDULE TO 
ADD A DOG PARK PERMIT FEE   
 
ORDINANCE 2022-33    Sponsor: Councilperson Spletzer 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SECTION 121.05 OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
PERTAINING TO THE SALE, LEASE, OR DISPOSAL OF MUNICIPAL REAL 
PROPERTY 
 

X. New Business 
 
RESOLUTION 35-2022    Co-Sponsors: Mayor Kline  

             Councilperson Baryak 
                    Councilperson Granchie 
                    Councilperson Spletzer 
                    Councilperson Stimpert 
A RESOLUTION HONORING STREET DEPARTMENT SUPERINTENDENT HARRY 
SHAVER FOR 39 YEARS OF SERVICE TO NEWTON FALLS 

MOTION      Sponsor: Councilperson Baryak  
A Motion to sell a city vehicle to the Newton Falls Joint Fire District for the sum of 
$1500. 
 
RESOLUTION 32-2022          Sponsor: Councilperson Spletzer 
A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE TAX BUDGET OF THE VILLAGE OF NEWTON 
FALLS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2023 AND SUBMITTING 
THE SAME TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR  
 
RESOLUTION 33-2022    Sponsor: Councilperson Spletzer 
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED 
BY THE TRUMBULL COUNTY BUDGET COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING 
THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY 
AUDITOR  
 
RESOLUTION 34-2022       Co-Sponsors: Mayor Kline  
                                                                                                                Councilperson Baryak 
           Councilperson Granchie 
           Councilperson Spletzer 
           Councilperson Stimpert  
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NAMING THE NEWTON FALLS STATE RT. 534/ 
BROAD STREET BRIDGE VETERANS MEMORIAL BRIDGE 

ORDINANCE 2022-34    Sponsor: Councilperson Spletzer 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT 
EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES FOR THE VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, 
OHIO, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2022 AND AUTHORIZING 
THE FINANCE DIRECTOR TO AMEND AND FILE A CERTIFICATE OF RESOURCES 
TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR. 
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ORDINANCE 2022-35    Sponsor: Councilperson Spletzer 
AN ORDINANCE ADDING THE LOW HEAD DAM AND WEST BRANCH CHANNEL 
DAM TO THE TERRITORIES OF THEIR ADJACENT VILLAGE PARKS   

 
MOTION      Sponsor: Mayor Kline 
A Motion to cancel the August 17, 2022 Regular Council Meeting for a summer recess. 
 
 

XI. Public Comments 
XII. Closing Remarks 

MOTION 
A Motion to adjourn into Executive Session (as noted below)  
 

☒   1. Personnel Matters: To Consider one or more, as applicable, of the marked items: 

☒ Appointment ☒ Employment ☒ Dismissal ☒ Discipline 
☒ Promotion ☒ Demotion ☒ Compensation  

 

☒ 2. Purchase or Sale of Property ☐ 6. Security Matters 
☒ 3. Pending or Imminent Court Action ☐ 7. Hospital Trade Secrets 
☐ 4. Collective Bargaining Matters ☐ 8. Confidential Business Information of an 

Applicant for Economic Development Assistance 
☐ 5. Matters Required to be Kept     
Confidential – Contract Negotiations 

☐ 9. Veterans Service Commission Applications 

 

XIII. Adjournment 



 
 

VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO 
ORDINANCE NO.: 2022-31 
SPONSOR: Councilperson Granchie 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING & SUBDIVISION FEE SCHEDULE TO 

ADD A DOG PARK PERMIT FEE     
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the best knowledge of the Administration and Council, 
the Newton Falls Zoning & Subdivision Fee Schedule was last updated on March 18, 
2013 pursuant to Ordinance No. 2013-06; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has recommended and Council desires 
that the Fee Schedule be amended to add a fee for dog parks. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the Village of Newton Falls, State of Ohio, 
hereby ordains: 

 
SECTION 1.  That Council hereby and herein amends the Zoning & Subdivision 

Fee Schedule to add the following permit fee: 
 

Type:  Explanation:  Proposed Fee: Notes:  
 
   *  *  * 
 
Dog Park    $100   non-refundable 
 
   *  *  * 
   
 SECTION 2.  That the rest and remainder of the Zoning & Subdivision Fee Schedule 
shall remain in effect as previously established. 
 

SECTION 3.  That all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the 
adoption of this Ordinance were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and all 
deliberations of this Council or any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were taken in meetings open to the public and/or in compliance with all legal 
requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

 
 SECTION 3.  That this Ordinance shall be effective as of the earliest date 
permitted by law. 
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PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS 20th DAY OF JULY, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Kenneth A. Kline, Mayor 

Attest:  _____________________________________ 
Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council  

Approved as to Legal Form. 
_____________________________________ 
Bradric T. Bryan, Law Director 



VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO 
ORDINANCE NO.: 2022-33 
SPONSOR: Councilperson Spletzer 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SECTION 121.05 OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE 
CODE PERTAINING TO THE SALE, LEASE, OR DISPOSAL OF  

MUNICIPAL REAL PROPERTY 

WHEREAS, in furtherance of its Home Rule authority and Local Self-Government 
powers vested in Article XVIII, Section 3 of the Ohio Constitution and Article I, Section 2 
of the Newton Falls Charter, Council desires to expand the methods by which it may 
sell, lease, or dispose of real property that is no longer needed for public use, or real 
property for which the Municipality’s cost of maintaining the property outweighs the 
benefits of owning the property; beyond the procedure set forth in Section 721.03 of the 
Ohio Revised Code; and 

WHEREAS, based upon the above, Council desires to establish and enact 
Section 121.05 of the Administrative Code.  

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the Village of Newton Falls, State of Ohio, 
hereby ordains: 

SECTION 1.  That Council hereby and herein establishes and enacts Section 
121.05 of the Administrative Code pertaining to the sale, lease, or disposal of Municipal 
real property as set forth in attachment hereto and incorporated herein by reference.    

SECTION 2.  That all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the 
adoption of this Ordinance were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and all 
deliberations of this Council or any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were taken in meetings open to the public and/or in compliance with all legal 
requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION 3.  That this Ordinance shall be effective as of the earliest date 
permitted by law. 

PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS 20th DAY OF JULY, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Kenneth A. Kline, Mayor 

Attest:  _____________________________________ 
Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council  

Approved as to Legal Form. 
_____________________________________ 
Bradric T. Bryan, Law Director 



121.05  AUTHORITY TO SELL, LEASE, OR DISPOSE OF REAL PROPERTY. 
(a)  Pursuant to its Home Rule authority and Local Self-Government Powers vested in 

Article XVIII, Section 3 of the Ohio Constitution and Article I, Section 2 of the Newton Falls 
Charter, Council hereby authorizes the sale, lease, or disposition of real property that is no longer 
needed for public use, or real property for which the Municipality’s cost of maintaining the 
property outweighs the benefits of owning the property, by any of the following methods, after 
Council, by ordinance, authorizes such sale, lease, or disposition of such real property:   

(1) By requesting sealed bids for a period of at least 30 days after advertising 
the sale of such property at least one time; 

(2) By public auction held at least 30 days after advertising the sale of such 
property at least one time; 

(3) To the person or entity deemed by Council to be the highest and best 
bidder after listing the property with a realtor for a period of not less than 30 days; 

(4) To the person or entity deemed by Council to have submitted the best 
proposal in response to a request for proposals after a period of not less than 30 days after 
advertising the request for proposals at least one time. 
(b)  Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (a)(1) through (A)(4) of this 

ordinance, real property with a fair market value of less than $2,500, may be sold or leased, at 
Council’s discretion, to an adjoining property owner or other person or entity, for fair market 
value or the highest attainable price, without the necessity of a sealed bid, public auction, listing 
with a realtor, or request for proposals. Property that is deemed by Council by ordinance to be a 
burden on the Municipality and that cannot be sold pursuant to the provisions of this ordinance 
may be leased, or transferred for no compensation, upon authorization from Council.   



VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO 
RESOLUTION NO.: 35-2022 
SPONSOR: Mayor Kline, Councilpersons Baryak, Spletzer, Granchie, Stimpert 

A RESOLUTION HONORING STREET DEPARTMENT SUPERINTENDENT 
HARRY SHAVER  

FOR 39 YEARS OF SERVICE TO NEWTON FALLS 

WHEREAS, Mr. Harry Shaver will retire as the Superintendent of the Newton 
Falls Street Department on July 31, 2022 after thirty-nine years of service to Newton 
Falls; and  

WHEREAS, the Village and its citizens wish to congratulate Mr. Shaver on his 
retirement and thank him for his service to the community. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the Village of Newton 
Falls, Ohio: 

SECTION 1.  That the Mayor and Council of Newton Falls, on their behalf and on 
behalf of the Officials, Employees, and Citizens of the Village, hereby congratulate Mr. 
Shaver on his retirement and thank him for his 29 years of service to the community.  

SECTION 2.  All formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the 
adoption of this Resolution were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and all 
deliberations of this Council or any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were taken in meetings open to the public and/or in compliance with all legal 
requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION 3.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption in 
accordance with Article III, Section 22 of the Charter of Newton Falls. 

PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS 20th DAY OF JULY, 2022. 

________________________________________ 
Kenneth A. Kline, Mayor 

Attest:  ____________________________________ 
Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council  

Approved as to Legal Form. ____________________________________ 
Bradric T. Bryan, Law Director 



Exhibit A
Motion
Sale of Ford Taurus
July 20, 2022



VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO 
RESOLUTION NO.: 32-2022 
SPONSOR: Councilperson Spletzer 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE TAX BUDGET OF THE VILLAGE OF 
NEWTON FALLS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2023 

AND SUBMITTING THE SAME TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR  

WHEREAS, the Director of Finance, prepared a tentative tax budget for the 
Village of Newton Falls for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2023 showing: (1) 
detailed estimates of all balances that will be available at the beginning of the year 
2023; (2) all revenues expected to be received for such fiscal year, including all general 
and special taxes, fees, costs, percentages, penalties, allowances, prerequisites, and all 
other types of classes of revenues; and (3) estimates of all expenditures or charges in 
or for the purposes of such fiscal year to be paid or met from said revenues or balances 
and otherwise conforming with the requirements; and 

WHEREAS, Council adopted that tax budget on July 6, 2022 via Resolution No. 
30-2022. 

WHEREAS, the Director of Finance has determined it is necessary to amend that 
tax budget that was adopted by Resolution No. 30-2022; and   

WHEREAS, a copy of said amended tax budget is attached hereto and 
incorporated herein. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the Village of Newton 
Falls, Ohio: 

SECTION 1.   That the attached amended tentative tax budget of the Village of 
Newton Falls, as prepared by Director of Finance for the fiscal year beginning January 
1, 2023, copies of which are on file at the office of the Director of Finance and have 
been submitted to Council, is hereby adopted. 

SECTION 2.  That the Clerk of Council and/or Finance Director are authorized 
and directed to send a copy of the within Resolution to the County Auditor prior to the 
deadline specified by the Auditor for submitting this Resolution. 

SECTION 3.  All formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the 
adoption of this Resolution were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and all 
deliberations of this Council or any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were taken in meetings open to the public and/or in compliance with all legal 
requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION 4.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption in 
accordance with Article III, Section 22 of the Charter of Newton Falls. 
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PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS 20TH DAY OF JULY, 2022. 

_________________________________________ 
Kenneth A. Kline, Mayor 

Attest:  _____________________________________ 
Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council  

Approved as to Legal Form. 
_____________________________________ 
Bradric T. Bryan, Law Director 
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VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO 
RESOLUTION NO.: 33-2022 
SPONSOR:  Councilperson Spletzer 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS 
DETERMINED BY THE TRUMBULL COUNTY BUDGET COMMISSION AND 

AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM TO 
THE COUNTY AUDITOR  

WHEREAS, the Village, in accordance with the provisions of law, has adopted a 
tax budget for the next succeeding fiscal year commencing January 1, 2023; and  

WHEREAS, the Budget Commission of Trumbull County has certified to Council 
its action as to the amounts and rates of Village tax levies together with an estimate by 
the County Auditor of the rate of each tax necessary to be levied by this Council, and 
what part thereof is without, and what part is within, the 10 mill limitation. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the Village of Newton 
Falls, Ohio: 

SECTION 1.   That the amounts and rates as indicated by the Budget 
Commission and County Auditor, which are attached hereto and incorporated herein by 
reference, are hereby accepted. 

SECTION 2.  All formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the 
adoption of this Resolution were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and all 
deliberations of this Council or any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were taken in meetings open to the public and/or in compliance with all legal 
requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION 3.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption in 
accordance with Article III, Section 22 of the Charter of Newton Falls. 

PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS 20TH DAY OF JULY, 2022. 

_________________________________________ 
Kenneth A. Kline, Mayor  

Attest:  _____________________________________ 
Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council  

Approved as to Legal Form. 
_____________________________________ 
Bradric T. Bryan, Law Director 



RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNT AND RATES AS DETERMINED BY THE 

BUDGET COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES 

AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR 

(CITY COUNCIL) 

Revised Code, Secs. 5705.34-5705.35

The Council of the City of  NEWTON FALLS ,          TRUMBULL      

County, Ohio, met in   session on the   day of   , 

20       , at the office of   with the following members 

present: 

 moved the adoption of the following Resolution: 

WHEREAS, This Council, in accordance with the provisions of Section 5705.281 R.C., previously 

 provided the Alternative Tax Budget Information for the next succeeding fiscal year commencing 

 January 1, 20 23; and 

WHEREAS, The Budget Commission of                    TRUMBULL                       County, Ohio, has 

certified its action thereon to this Council together with an estimate by the County Auditor of the rate 

of each tax necessary to be levied by this Council, and what part thereof is without, and what part 

within the ten mill limitation; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Council of the City of                 NEWTON FALLS       , TRUMBULL     , 

 County, Ohio, that the amounts and rates, as determined by the Budget Commission in its certification, be and 

 the same are hereby accepted; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That there be and is hereby levied on the tax duplicate of said City the rate of each tax 

 necessary to be levied within and without the ten mill limitation as follows: 

Exhibit A 
RES 33-2022 
Page 1 of 4
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VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO 
RESOLUTION NO.: 34-2022 
SPONSOR: Councilpersons Baryak, Granchie, Spletzer, and Stimpert and Mayor Kline 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF NAMING THE NEWTON FALLS  
STATE RT. 534/BROAD STREET BRIDGE VETERANS MEMORIAL BRIDGE 

WHEREAS, four Veterans groups based in Newton Falls (American Legion Post 
236, the Army Navy Club, AMVETS Post 112, and VFW Post 3332) admirably represent 
and are comprised of Veterans who have bravely served our country and continue to 
give back to the community in countless ways; and 

WHEREAS, the Village of Newton Falls desires to further honor the Veterans of 
the Village of Newton Falls and Newton Falls Township for their dedicated and selfless 
service to their country and community; and 

WHEREAS, the unnamed Newton Falls St. Rt. 534/Broad Street bridge (TRU 
534 4.510 7807295) runs over the Mahoning River and leads to Newton Falls Veterans 
Park; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor, Council, City Manager, Officials, Employees, Citizens, 
Businesses, Commercial and Philanthropic Organizations, and Veterans Groups of the 
Village all desire for the Newton Falls St. Rt. 534/Broad Street bridge to be named 
Veterans Memorial Bridge. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the Village of Newton 
Falls, Ohio: 

SECTION 1.  That the Mayor and Council of Newton Falls, on their behalf and on 
behalf of the City Manager, Officials, Employees, Citizens, Businesses, Commercial and 
Philanthropic Organizations, and Veterans Groups of the Village, hereby request that 
the Newton Falls St. Rt. 534/Broad Street bridge (TRU 534 4.510 7807295) be named 
Veterans Memorial Bridge. 

SECTION 2.  That the Village expresses its gratitude to the State of Ohio and 
State Senator Sandra O’Brien for their assistance and support in bringing this request to 
fruition. 

SECTION 3.  That the City Manager be directed to assist with the preparation 
and execution of any necessary documents related to this naming and dedication 
request and approve any funds necessary to provide appropriate signs. 

SECTION 4.  All formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the 
adoption of this Resolution were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and all 
deliberations of this Council or any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were taken in meetings open to the public and/or in compliance with all legal 
requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 



RESOLUTION NO. 34-2022 
PAGE TWO 

SECTION 5.  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption in 
accordance with Article III, Section 22 of the Charter of Newton Falls. 

PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS 20th DAY OF JULY, 2022. 

________________________________________ 
Kenneth A. Kline, Mayor 

Attest:  ____________________________________ 
Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council  

Approved as to Legal Form. ____________________________________ 
Bradric T. Bryan, Law Director 



VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO 
ORDINANCE NO.: 2022-34 
SPONSOR: Councilperson Spletzer 

AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT 
EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES FOR THE VILLAGE OF NEWTON 
FALLS, OHIO, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2022 AND 

AUTHORIZING THE FINANCE DIRECTOR TO AMEND AND FILE A CERTIFICATE 
OF RESOURCES TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR. 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to make appropriations for the current expenses and 
other expenditures for the Village of Newton Falls, Ohio, for the fiscal year ending 
December 31, 2022; and 

WHEREAS, this Ordinance has funding sources that originated after the original 
Certificate of Resources was issued; and 

WHEREAS, the re-appropriations will require an update of the Certificate of 
Resources to be filed with the Trumbull County Auditor. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the Village of Newton Falls, State of Ohio, 
hereby ordains: 

SECTION 1.  That “Exhibit A” attached hereto as if fully rewritten herein amends 
“Exhibit A” of Ordinance 2021-37 and shall be the appropriations for the funds 
designated for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2022 for the Village of Newton Falls. 
Any funds not listed in this exhibit shall remain intact as previously amended or as listed 
in Ordinance 2021-37. 

SECTION 2. That the Village Director of Finance is hereby authorized to draw 
warrants on the Village Treasury for payment of the foregoing appropriations, upon 
receiving proper certification and vouchers thereof, and no salaries or wages shall be 
paid except to persons employed by authority of and in accordance with law or 
ordinance. 

SECTION 3. That it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 
concerning and relating to the adoption of this resolution were adopted in an open meeting 
of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees that 
resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all 
legal requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

Amendment #6 
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SECTION 4.  That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency 
measure necessary for the public peace, health, and welfare of the residents of the 
Village of Newton Falls for the reason that this Ordinance is required by law and is 
immediately necessary to permit expenditures related to the provision of Village 
operations and services, and that this Ordinance shall take immediate effect upon its 
passage, pursuant to Newton Falls Charter Article V, Section 21. 

PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS 20th DAY OF July, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Kenneth A. Kline, Mayor 

Attest:  _____________________________________ 
Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council  

Approved as to Legal Form. 
_____________________________________ 
Bradric T. Bryan, Law Director 

Amendment #6 



Report Date: 7/13/2022   
2022 APPROPRIATIONS, EXHIBIT A

Page 1 of 1  

2022 2022
Current Proposed

CITY OF NEWTON FALLS Appropriations Appropriations Difference

203 PERMISSIVE AUTO
Other Operations Legal Level 114,950.00            114,650.00        (300.00)              
203 Total: 114,950.00            114,650.00        (300.00)              

204 PARK AND RECREATION
Personal Services Legal Level 1,870.00 1,870.00            -
Other Operations Legal Level 23,400.00              18,900.00          (4,500.00)           
204 Total: 25,270.00              20,770.00          (4,500.00)           

409 MEDLEY SEWER CAPITAL
Other Operations Legal Level 2,713.85 - (2,713.85)           
409 Total: 2,713.85 - (2,713.85)           

502 SEWER OPERATING
Personal Services Legal Level 537,310.00            487,310.00        (50,000.00)         
Other Operations Legal Level 991,632.00            1,010,382.00     18,750.00          
502 Total: 1,528,942.00         1,497,692.00     (31,250.00)         

503 ELECTRIC OPERATING
Personal Services Legal Level 555,900.00            513,900.00        (42,000.00)         
Other Operations Legal Level 5,897,096.15         5,897,096.15     -
503 Total: 6,452,996.15         6,410,996.15     (42,000.00)         

514 UTILITY OFFICE
Personal Services Legal Level 158,531.00            158,531.00        -
Other Operations Legal Level 132,408.87            105,408.87        (27,000.00)         
514 Total: 290,939.87            263,939.87        (27,000.00)         

517 ELECTRIC DEBT
Other Operations Legal Level 965,500.00            260,500.00        (705,000.00)       
517 Total: 965,500.00            260,500.00        (705,000.00)       

Grand Total: 18,705,782.80 17,893,018.95 (812,763.85)

Amendment 06

Exhibit A
ORD 2022-34



VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, OHIO 
ORDINANCE NO.: 2022-35 
SPONSOR: Councilperson Spletzer 

AN ORDINANCE ADDING THE LOW HEAD DAM AND WEST BRANCH CHANNEL 
DAM TO THE TERRITORIES OF THEIR ADJACENT VILLAGE PARKS  

WHEREAS, the Village owns and has responsibilities with respect to the Low 
Head Dam and West Branch Channel Dam; and 

WHEREAS, Council feels it would be more advantageous for the care and 
maintenance of the dams and obtaining grant opportunities for fixing the dams, if the 
dams were added to and within the boundaries of the Village parks to which they are 
contiguous. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the Village of Newton Falls, State of Ohio, 
hereby ordains: 

SECTION 1.  That the Low Head Dam is hereby added to and within the 
boundaries of Commerce Park, and the West Brach Channel Dam is hereby added to 
and within the boundaries of Veterans Park.   

SECTION 2.  That all formal actions of this Council concerning and relating to the 
adoption of this Ordinance were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and all 
deliberations of this Council or any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were taken in meetings open to the public and/or in compliance with all legal 
requirements, including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 

SECTION 3.  That this Ordinance shall be effective as of the earliest date 
permitted by law. 

PASSED IN COUNCIL THIS _____ DAY OF _______________, 2022 

_____________________________________ 
Kenneth A. Kline, Mayor 

Attest:  _____________________________________ 
Michael Acomb, Clerk of Council  

Approved as to Legal Form. 
_____________________________________ 
Bradric T. Bryan, Law Director 



 

NEWTON FALLS CITY COUNCIL 
CAUCUS MINUTES 
Wednesday, July 6, 2022; 4:30 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
612 WEST BROAD STREET 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS  CITY ADMINISTRATION 
     
Ward 1 VACANT  City Manager Pamela Priddy 
Ward 2 John Baryak  Law Director Brad Bryan 
Ward 3 Tesa Spletzer  Interim Finance Director Sean Housley 
Ward 4 Christopher Granchie  City Clerk Michael Acomb 
At- Large Julie Stimpert    
Mayor Kenneth Kline    

 

I. Call to Order 
Mayor Kline called the meeting to order at 4:36 pm. 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance / Silent Prayer 
III. Roll Call 

Council Present: Councilperson Baryak, Councilperson Spletzer, Councilperson 
Granchie, Councilperson Stimpert 
 
Council Absent: VACANT SEAT 
 
Staff Present: Mayor Kline, Law Director Bryan, Finance Director Housley, City 
Manager Priddy, City Clerk Acomb, City Administrator Smeiles 
 
Staff Absent:  

 

IV. Unfinished/New Business 

4:30 pm - Electric Department Discussion – Superintendent William George 

Mr. George stated that the total cost of the project is estimated at $145,978.50, not 
including labor and wages. He also stated that this project would consume all city 
resources and prevent city employees from working on any other projects or emergency 
needs. 

When asked by Mr. Baryak, Mr. George stated that his crew could install 3-4 poles per 
day and a total of 24 poles for the project.  

Mr. Baryak stated his concern that it was being said publicly that the city doesn’t have 
the resources to perform this work. Mr. George explained that the city does not have all 
the equipment necessary, and he listed the missing equipment that would need to be 



 

purchased or rented. He estimated that the missing equipment would cost the city more 
than $40,000. 

Mr. Baryak stated his frustration Council seemed to be receiving new information this 
evening from Mr. George that was not shared with Council previously. Mr. George 
clarified that the previously approved $43,000 was in fact for only the drawings and 
permits. Mr. George estimated that it might also cost more than $30,000 to remove trees 
for the project. 

Mr. George provided a summary of the various line-item expenses that would be 
incurred by the project totaling $145,978.50. He also stated that some of the necessary 
equipment is not available presently for rental or purchase. He estimated the total cost of 
the project, including labor and wages, would cost more than $200,000. Regarding the 
budget, Mr. George stated his belief that this project would result in higher rates for 
residents and businesses.  

Mr. Baryak stated his belief that the city would recoup the expenses once more 
businesses were attracted to the city. 

Mrs. Stimpert thanked Mr. George for the information and stated that tonight’s 
information should have been provided in writing prior to any previous action by 
Council.  

Mr. Granchie asked if the contract for the drawing has been executed. Mr. George replied 
that it had not been executed because he wanted to wait until this caucus was held. Mr. 
Granchie made a Motion for Council to reconsider the ordinance at the next meeting. No 
Second was heard. 

Mr. Baryak spoke against the motion to reconsider the ordinance and reiterated his 
belief in the project. Mr. George stated that Dunkin Donut’s electricity bill would only 
pay for the electricity they actually use and that it would not be able to be applied to the 
costs of the project.  

Mr. Baryak stated his concerns about $462,000 missing from the previous 
administration. 

Mrs. Priddy clarified that an increase in expenses would be realized, but a different loan 
will be retired soon and would be able offset the new expenses without worsening the 
city’s overall financial position. 

Mr. Baryak stated his appreciation regarding Mr. George’s past performance in his job. 
Mr. Baryak spoke about the recent tree removal project and relayed his appreciation for 
a recent quick action by Mr. George. 

Mrs. Priddy recommended, for the future, that Mr. George provide Council and the City 
Manager a complete and full picture when he is asked to comment on something. Mr. 
George stated that he has never done a project like this one and information was coming 
to him at the same time that he was being asked questions and he answered those 
questions to the best of his ability at those times. 

Mr. Baryak reminded Council that past projects have been done without a potential to 
make money and he believes that this project will make money for the City. He stated his 



 

intent to have the Finance Director to research and comment on the ability of the City 
pay for the project. He also stated that he would not support rate increases because of 
this project. 

Mrs. Priddy stated that future development inquiries and the Metroparks are showing 
interest.  

Mrs. Priddy announced that the proceeds from the sale of the Annex building 
(approximately $53,000) have been deposited into the electric fund as it was the electric 
fund that was used to purchase the property originally.  

Mr. Housley suggested asking the developer if they would be willing to contribute to the 
project to offset the total costs of the project. 

5:00 pm – Discussion of the charter amendments recommended by the 
Charter Review Commission. 

Mr. Bryan explained that the purpose of the caucus is to allow him to present and explain  
all proposed amendments from the Charter Review Commission and to allow Council 
discuss and understand them before voting. 

Resolution 23-2022 was presented and explained by Mr. Bryan using Exhibit A: 23-
2022. No questions were asked by Council. 
 
Resolution 24-2022 was presented and explained by Mr. Bryan using Exhibit A: 24-
2022. Mr. Granchie asked for clarification regarding the instance in which an emergency 
ordinance fails initially. Mr. Bryan clarified the process and the options that would then 
be available to Council. He stated the intent of the proposed amendment is to discourage 
the use of emergency ordinances.  

Resolution 25-2022 was presented and explained by Mr. Bryan using Exhibit A: 25-
2022.. He clarified that department heads and the city manager would no longer be able 
to sponsor legislation. He stated the desire of the CRC is to always have a member of 
Council to know and understand each proposed piece of legislation prior to its 
appearance on the agenda. No questions were asked by Council. 

 
Resolution 26-2022 was presented and explained by Mr. Bryan using Exhibit A: 26-
2022. No questions were asked by Council. 

 
Resolution 27-2022 was presented and explained by Mr. Bryan using Exhibit A: 27-
2022. He stated the intent of this proposed amendment is to limit variance in 
interpretations by future law directors and councilpersons. Mrs. Stimpert asked what 
major differences are represented by this resolution. Mr. Bryan stated that the intent of 
the changes are to tighten up the procedures and understandings for council. Mrs. 
Spletzer stated her understanding that Council could only be considered a 5-person 
body. Mr. Bryan stated that the mayor is not typically a voting member; but is the 
presiding officer of meetings. Mayor Kline stated his understanding that the intent was 
to ensure consistency in action over time. Mr. Baryak complimented the work of the 
CRC. He spoke in support of this charter amendment.  

 
Resolution 28-2022 was presented and explained by Mr. Bryan using Exhibit A: 28-
2022. No questions were asked by Council. 



 

 
Resolution 29-2022 was presented and explained by Mr. Bryan using Exhibit A: 29-
2022. No questions were asked by Council.  

 
Mr. Bryan presented for Council’s consideration an additional amendment that is not on 
the July 6 agenda for the regular meeting. He explained that this amendment pertains to 
the Civil Service Commission, and it would eliminate the department until (1) the Village 
of Newton Falls becomes categorized as a city, again, by the State of Ohio and (2) Council 
decides to reinstate it. Mr. Bryan stated his experience and belief that a civil service 
commission hampers the ability of a city the size of Newton Falls to hire employees by 
creating an overly burdensome system. Mr. Granchie asked by whom this 
recommendation was made. Mr. Bryan stated that he was asked to draft it by the city 
manager who had received multiple inquiries about its existence. Mayor Kline stated his 
belief 

 
Mrs. Stimpert asked the length of time that Civil Service Commission has existed. A member 
of the audience stated 1966. Mr. Bryan stated that the Newton Falls lost its status as a city in 
the early 2000’s. Mrs. Stimpert asked what prompted the inquiries about the civil service 
commission. Mrs. Priddy stated that job applicants would withdraw from consideration for 
jobs because they didn’t want to take the test and go through the process. She also stated 
that the tests are very expensive and a budget for it does not exist. Mrs. Stimpert asked if 
Mrs. Priddy believed that the testing would result in higher quality candidates. Mrs. Priddy 
replied that other methods of testing can be made available for each position needed, would 
be less expensive, less burdensome to the city, and would likely result the same level of 
applicant. 

 
V. Adjourn 

 
MOTION 
Motion to adjourn the caucus at 5:43 pm. 
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NEWTON FALLS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Wednesday, July 6, 2022; 6:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
612 WEST BROAD STREET 

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS  CITY ADMINISTRATION 
     
Ward 1 VACANT  City Manager Pamela Priddy 
Ward 2 John Baryak  Law Director Brad Bryan 
Ward 3 Tesa Spletzer  Interim Finance Director Sean Housley 
Ward 4 Christopher Granchie  City Clerk Michael Acomb 
At- Large Julie Stimpert    
Mayor Kenneth Kline    

 

I. Call to Order 
 
Mayor Kline called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm.  
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance / Silent Prayer 
III. Roll Call 

Council Present: Councilperson Baryak, Councilperson Spletzer, Councilperson 
Granchie, Councilperson Stimpert 
 
Council Absent: VACANT SEAT 
 
Staff Present: Mayor Kline, Law Director Bryan, Finance Director Housley, City 
Manager Priddy, City Clerk Acomb, City Administrator Smeiles 
 
Staff Absent:  
 

IV. Special Presentations by Staff Members or Invited Consultants 
V. Public Comments 

Rick Kerlin – 1009 Woodglen 
Mr. Kerlin spoke regarding the Veterans of Newton Falls. He announced that support 
from various veterans’ organizations is likely to result in the covered bridge being 
renamed Veterans Memorial Bridge. He announced that State Senator O’Brien has 
indicated that she would support legislation to have the bridge renamed and Senator 
O’Brien has shared her belief that it will have no problem getting passed by the state 
legislature and offered her sponsorship. Mr. Kerlin announced that additional support 
from a State Representative Loychik, with his sponsorship, and the Newton Falls Area 
Commerce Association has also been received. He expressed his appreciation for the 
support that he received from Mayor Kline, Councilperson Baryak, and City Manager 
Priddy. He stated his expectation this process would begin in January, 2023. He also 
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announced Christmas in July 16 from 12-4pm. He encouraged all to participate in the 
dunk tank. 
 
Julie Lemon – 609 Ridge Road 
Mrs. Lemon spoke in support of the motion sponsored by Councilperson Spletzer to 
consider and vote on Resolutions 23-2022 through 29-2022 as a group. She relayed her 
experience as member of the Charter Review Commission (CRC) and spoke about the 
desire to have a strong system of checks and balances for the city government. She urged 
Council to pass all the resolutions that the CRC has sent to Council. 
 
Brenda Persino – 226 Oak Knoll 
Ms. Persino spoke in support of Resolution 31-2022 honoring Police Sergeant Stephen 
Storm. She spoke directly to Mr. Storm and expressed her appreciation for him and his 
service. 
 
Adam Zimmermann – 515 Lemae Avenue 
Mr. Zimmermann urged Council to discuss each of the resolutions from the Charter 
Review Commission individually, rather than as a blanket, citing legal concerns and 
potential conflicts that they might hold with others part of the Charter. He spoke against 
Resolutions 23-2022, 27-2022, 29-2022. He stated his concerns with 29-2022 related to 
a lack of clarity in who performs the duties necessary to certify petitions and properly file 
them with the County Board of Elections. He stated appreciation for Sgt. Storm and 
thanked him for his service.  
 
Dave Hanson – 20 S. Canal 
Mr. Hanson asked Council to support the Motion to approve Perkunis Media LLC to 
record audio and video. 
 
Bruce Moore – 348 E. Broad 
Mr. Moore spoke regarding the village finances. He urged all members of the local 
government to work together. He spoke against selling city assets for short-term gain. He 
urged Council to work together to find alternative streams for revenue before the Village 
is forced to do so by the State.  
 
 

VI. Reports 
a. Mayor 

i. Mayor Kline expressed his thanks to 4th of July Committee. He stated that 
he was honored to be involved in the Veterans Bridge efforts. He 
announced that he is working to setup up interviews with candidates for 
the vacant council position for Ward 1. 

b. Council Members listen to audio 
i. Mr. Baryak announced that another business, 5/4 Distillery, will begin 

soon within the city. He commented that growth economic development 
can be seen, and he expressed his support for attracting businesses before 
raising taxes. He spoke in support of the Scott Street project and a joint 
police force. He announced that the grant secured for the kiosk and boat 
ramp are “reimbursable grants” that require the city to pay upfront, and 
then be reimbursed. He stated his belief that the city does not have the 
nearly $70,000 to pay upfront. He announced that a Sober Living Home, 
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a form of transitional housing for recovering addicts, is located in Ward 2. 
He spoke against these types of places in a residential areas. He spoke in 
support of the renaming of the covered bridge to the Veterans Memorial 
Bridge and expressed his pride in the project. 

ii. Ms. Spletzer – She attended a Parks and Rec Meeting on June 28. She 
announced that two additional sets of dugouts are proposed to be built at 
the ball fields. She announced that the city is being asked to contribute 
approximately $4000 for the concrete slabs, alongside the $18,000 that 
the baseball and softball league would contribute. She honored to 
participate in the 4th of July parade. 

iii. Mr. Granchie – He spoke in support of the 4th of July Committee and 
expressed his appreciation for their efforts. He attended a civil service 
meeting and the recent scores were certified. 

iv. Ms. Stimpert – She attended Meet the Chief on June 18. She also attend 
the June Fire Board Meeting indicating that call numbers are up for the 
year. She shared the specific numbers, totaling 1075 run thus far. She 
stated that the next meeting is July 19 at 6:00pm 

c. Finance Director 
i. Mr. Housley stated the June is closed and all vendors are paid. A 

delinquent tax letter campaign was started this month. 
d. Law Director 

i. He has been busy with day-to-day business and he announced new 
legislation would be available for the next meeting as requested by various 
members of Council, including a new sign ordinance that will make the 
old sign ordinance compliant with recent decisions of the Supreme Court. 

ii. Regarding Resolution 27-2022, he clarified the intent and the content of 
the resolution to clear up apparent misunderstandings from public 
comments. 

iii. Mr. Baryak asked if Mr. Bryan was drafting legislation to limit, and 
possibly prohibit, the use of residential areas for the purpose of 
supporting the rehabilitation of addicts. Mr. Bryan stated that he is 
researching options related to zoning restrictions and state licensing 
requirements. He cautioned that some communities have tried to limit or 
restrict these uses improperly and have been sued. Mr. Bryan express 
interest in taking the time to determine the proper way to address the 
concerns of Council and residents. Mr. Baryak assured the residents of 
Ward 2 that he is working hard to address their concerns legally. 

e. City Manager 
i. A  donation of camera equipment was received from a local business and 

the next meeting will be live streamed to YouTube and Facebook. 
ii. An agreement with the Township has been sealed and all money has been 

received from the township for the Scott Street Project ($31,000 for the 
engineering, and $15,000 for Ohio EPA permits). She thanked the 
Township and the finance department for helping to ensure the June 30 
deadline was met. 

iii. A conference call with a local company was held regarding solar panels. 
Mrs. Priddy and Mr. George, electric department, will be considering the 
feasibility and benefits of starting a potential solar panel project.  



 

 Regular Meeting Agenda, July 6, 2022 | Page 4 of 13 
 

iv. A meeting with School District Superintendent and Treasurer regarding a 
School Resource Officer. She anticipates a 1 year agreement with  
$50,000 reimbursement to the city from the school district. 

v. A meeting with July 4th committee was held with the Mayor to address 
complaints received. It is being considered to create a Community Events 
Council in an effort to unify the various community groups, to combat a 
lack of volunteers across the city, and to improve communication with 
business and the general public regarding community events.  

vi. An inquiry was received from a realty company regarding the potential 
purchase by the city of the Dollar General property. She stated that after 
an evaluation, she has determined that the city would accept the property 
as a donation; but would not be interested in a purchase agreement. 

vii. A department meeting was held in the Municipal Center to discuss the 
July 4 activities and their preparation. 

viii. A new zoning administrator was hired. He is highly qualified and 
experienced. He has offered to ride with Councilmembers to learn the 
wards. 

ix. She distributed to Council a bill from Johnson Controls to repair the fire 
alarm at the Fire Board. She asked Councilperson Stimpert to investigate 
if the Chief had cut the wires as has been suggested by member of the fire 
department and to determine the reasons the wires may have been cut. 
She shared that the bill for repair was nearly $2,000. Mr. Housley 
suggested invoicing the Chief it was determined that he is responsible 
without just cause. Exhibit enclosed. 

x. A proposal was shared with Council for a service contract from the 
Trumbull County Sheriff's Office to take over the police department. The 
estimated expense is approximately $504,000, which does not include all 
services. She stated that special events are not covered by this proposal 
and the proposal only represents one officer per shift. Exhibit enclosed. 

xi. Regarding the AMI Software and maintenance agreement, Council can 
expect a proposal to be brought to the next meeting, which will include a 
maintenance fee of nearly $37,000 annually, which will not include the 
software agreement. She announced that the smart meter installation is 
delayed until 2023 due to the supply chain issue related to computer 
chips. Exhibit enclosed. 

xii. Outstanding loans have been discovered related to the First Street 
Resurfacing Project ($180,000 for 10 years) and Washington Street Sewer 
Project ($133,000 for 20 years) that were completed in 2020. The City 
has been informed that those loans are now due and payable for a total of 
$313,000. It was announced that this debt was a surprise and it not 
reflected in the city budget. Mr. Housley commented that Agreements 
were signed in 2020. He noted that the First Street loan must be paid 
from the general fund and is not reflected in the budget. He noted that the 
Washington Street Sewer. Mrs. Priddy stated that she researched the 
history of these projects. She discovered that the funds were interest free 
loans, and not grants as had been previously believed by those who had 
knowledge of the projects. She found that the meeting minutes related to 
these projects are not clear. However, copies of the contracts were 
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acquired and the expenses are clearly loans. Mr. Housley surmised that 
the Washington Street loan could likely be paid from some other fund, 
than the general fund. 

xiii. Mr. Housley commented that the quote from Trumbull County for police 
services is not comparable to the city’s current budgetary appropriation 
for the department and he stated the reasons for such. 

xiv. The city dam inspections have been received. The inspections note issues 
that were discovered and continue as unresolved dating back to 2016. A 
letter was sent to the Former City Manager Haney at the time with a 
description and pictures of the issues. Mrs. Priddy described those issues. 
She stated that some of the reported issues are significant and will require 
a plan as the city is responsible for the repairs. Mrs. Priddy stated her 
discovery that care for the dams has never been assigned to a city 
department. She recommended that an engineering firm be identified to 
provide an updated assessment and a proposed budget for performing the 
necessary repairs. A call has already been placed to the Army Corps of 
Engineers to ask for help; but have not received a return call. Exhibits 
enclosed. 

xv. The Annex Building was originally bought by the electric department in 
1994, and the proceeds of the sale have been returned to the electric fund. 
She stated that the property was in a persistent state of disrepair, which 
prevented it from being sold at a price not much higher than the original 
purchase price. Mrs. Priddy described those problems with the property. 
It was bought by the 5/4 Distillery who would like to renovate and expand 
the building. 

xvi. The canoe launch is eligible for a $75,000 grant; but that grant is a 
reimbursable grant that will require the city to pay all expenses upfront 
and then be reimbursed up to $75,000. Council was urged to discuss and 
decide if they wish to move forward with this particular project. Ms. 
Spletzer and Mr. Baryak recommended asking the MetroParks for help 
and Mrs. Priddy agreed to do so. Mr. Housley described how a special 
fund would be created for the project which would be funded by an 
advance from the general fund. The general fund is currently negative and 
Mr. Housley shared his reservations about advancing money from an 
already negative general fund; but, conceded that discussions with the 
State Department might allow the city to advance the funds if the 
reimbursement can be received within a year. 

xvii. Appraisals have been requested for 19 N. Canal and the Municipal Center. 
Council was advised that the appraisals will take 3-4 weeks to receive and 
will cost $2800 and $2500, respectively. 

xviii. The city has an Income Tax program with RITA. The number of 
delinquent accounts from 2016-present were summarized. Mrs. Priddy 
stated that it seems that no action was taken by previous administrations 
prior 2018 to request RITA to send notices of delinquency and resolve 
these accounts. When action was taken in 2018, it only addressed the 
years 2012-2016. Mrs. Priddy stated that in 2020 alone, it is estimated 
that $553,000 have not been collected. RITA has been requested to send 
delinquency notices in July and a subpoena program is available to the 
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city. It was stated that staffing is a historical problem for Newton Falls as 
the City is responsible for handling the collections after RITA sends the 
notices. The City needs a dedicated staff member to handle the collections 
and does not have one. Each community has a burden to track residents 
and collect. Mrs. Priddy recommended that Council consider full 
utilization of the available recoupment programs citing the hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in lost revenue. Mr. Housley stated that close to 1935 
unique letters will be sent this year as compared to a fraction of that in 
2018, which may include letters that may not be required, but that cannot 
be determined because the system depends upon consistent action by the 
city in order to keep track. Mr. Housley, as the city’s tax administrator, 
stated he has instructed RITA to send delinquent notices and to initiate 
the subpoena program; which may result in Mr. Housley filing against 
unresponsive, delinquent residents in the court system. Exhibit enclosed. 

Mr. Granchie asked for confirmation from Mrs. Priddy that (1) the new zoning 
administrator has started and (2) his salary has been set. Mrs. Priddy and Mr. Bryan 
confirmed that a current ordinance set the salary for the position and he is earning the 
same salary as the previous zoning administrator.  

 
Mrs. Stimpert, citing Mr. Baryak’s concerns for the transitional housing for recovering 
addicts, asked Mrs. Priddy to comment on the Mrs. Stimpert’s previous emails regarding 
this same issue for which she received replies that “all was ok”. She frustration at 
learning this has changed. Mrs. Priddy stated that he homeowner seems to have not been 
completely forthcoming with their use of the residence and an investigation is ongoing. 
Mrs. Stimpert requested that when issues are discussed, and then circumstances change, 
that the city manager provide an update so that everyone has the same understanding 
and can avoid surprises. Mrs. Priddy stated that she had only learned that the owner may 
have misled her this evening and that the new zoning administrator is continuing the 
investigation.  

 
Mr. Baryak clarified the reasons that he rode along with the zoning administrator and 
indicated that the zoning administrator will be investigating specific situations within 
the city to determine any violations. He asked for clarification regarding the previously 
mentioned no interest loans that Council believed were grants. Mrs. Priddy stated that 
Council voted on the loans via Ordinance in July, 2020 and neither the ordinance nor 
the meeting minutes were clear regarding what type of funding source they were. 

 
Changes To Tonight’s Agenda 

MOTION  
A Motion to move RESOLUTION 31-2022 to appear as the first item under New Business. 
 
Moved by: Mr. Baryak Seconded by: Mr. Granchie 
Ms. Stimpert-yes; Mr. Baryak-yes; Ms. Spletzer-yes; Mr. Granchie-yes 
The Motion passed 4-0. 
 

VII. Approval of Previous Minutes 

Regular Meeting Minutes, June 15, 2022 
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MOTION  
A Motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting on June 15, 2022. 
 
Moved by: Mr. Granchie  Seconded by: Ms. Spletzer 
Ms. Stimpert-yes; Mr. Baryak-yes; Ms. Spletzer-yes; Mr. Granchie-yes 
The Motion passed 4-0. 
 

Special Meeting Minutes, June 22, 2022 
 
MOTION  
A Motion to approve the minutes of the special meeting on June 22, 2022. 
 

Moved by: Mr. Granchie  Seconded by: Ms. Stimpert 
Ms. Spletzer-abstain; Mr. Granchie-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes; Mr. Baryak-yes 
The Motion passed 3-0. 

 
 

VIII. Public Hearings 
IX. Unfinished Business 
X. New Business 

 
RESOLUTION 31-2022  Co-Sponsors:        Councilperson Granchie 
             Councilperson Stimpert 
             Councilperson Baryak 

      Councilperson Spletzer 
A RESOLUTION HONORING POLICE SERGEANT STEPHEN STORM FOR HIS  
28 YEARS OF SERVICE TO NEWTON FALLS 
 

Each member of Council and Mayor Kline thanked Sgt. Storm for his service, 
offered congratulations, and/or offered best wishes. 

 

Moved by: Mr. Granchie  Seconded by: Ms. Spletzer 
Ms. Spletzer-yes; Mr. Granchie-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes; Mr. Baryak-yes 
The resolution passed 4-0. 
 
MOTION      Sponsor: Councilperson Stimpert 
A Motion to discuss the offer made by Conrad Hanson of Perkunis Media LLC to provide 
audio and video recordings of Council meetings at no charge to the City of Newton Falls. 
 

Moved by: Ms. Stimpert  Seconded by: Mr. Granchie 
 

Ms. Stimpert stated that an email was received by all members of Council on 
June 10 with Mr. Hanson’s offer. She noted that that an email response was 
provided to Mr. Hanson from Ms. Spletzer. Ms. Stimpert called Mr. Hanson. She 
expressed disappointment that no action was taken by Council in response to Mr. 
Hanson’s email and she supports Mr. Hanson. 
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Mr. Granchie spoken in support of Perkunis Media, so long as the advertisements 
are vetted, and the subsequent work agreement can be created to sufficiently 
protect all parties.  

 
Mr. Baryak spoke against an agreement with Perkunis Media citing the recently 
donated equipment that has been received and his own concerns regarding 
advertisements and neutrality. 

 
Ms. Spletzer spoke about her concerns related to advertisements and the for-
profit status of Perkunis Media. She also cited concerns about the company being 
in business for a couple months. 

 
Ms. Stimpert stated that she spoke to Mr. Hanson and wondered if anyone else 
has done so. She spoke in support of Mr. Hanson based on her conversation with 
him and her belief that allowing him access would be fair to everyone. 

 
Mr. Baryak restated his concerns with neutrality and advertising. He expressed 
his belief that with the new donation, Mr. Hanson’s services are not necessary. 

 
Mrs. Priddy stated that a camera has been donated this past Monday and she had 
intended to surprise Council with it. Ms. Spletzer asked if a live feed from the 
donated camera could be sent to Spectrum. Ms. Smeiles stated that she would 
need to investigate the options; but YouTube would be a definite avenue. 

 
Mr. Granchie asked if the new equipment can be simultaneously broadcast on 
multiple media outlets. Ms. Smeiles stated that all indications are that this is 
possible; but she has not conducted a test broadcast. She stated that the camera 
was designed for live streaming. Mr. Granchie asked if the City has the software, 
as well as the knowledge and skills, to properly conduct an effective broadcast 
across multiple forms of media. Ms. Smeiles stated her belief that the City does 
have those things and she would be conducting test broadcasts to ensure that it 
operates smoothly. Mrs. Priddy thanked Arck. Electronics for their free 
consultations. Mr. Granchie spoke in support of either approach. 

 
Ms. Spletzer stated her desire that Spectrum be included in the modes of media 
and that she would support whichever option would be able to do that.   

 
MOTION      Sponsor: Councilperson Spletzer 
A Motion to consider and vote on Resolutions 23-2022, 24-2022, 25-2022, 26-2022, 27-
2022, 28-2022, and 29-2022 as a group. 
 

Ms. Spletzer thanked the CRC and expressed her appreciation for their efforts. 
She stated her belief that the Charter compels Council to send all 
recommendations from the CRC to the ballot and expressed her belief that an 
open discussion on each resolution is not necessary.  

 
Mr. Baryak asked for the Law Director to confirm that this motion was 
appropriate and proper. Law Director Bryan confirmed it as such. 
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Moved by: Ms. Stimpert  Seconded by: Mr. Granchie 
Mr. Baryak-yes; Ms. Spletzer-yes; Mr. Granchie-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes 
The motion passed 4-0. 
 
MOTION 
A Motion to adopt Resolutions 23-2022, 24-2022, 25-2022, 26-2022, 27-2022, 28-2022, 
and 29-2022 as a group. 

RESOLUTION 23-2022   Sponsor: Councilperson Spletzer 
A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORATE OF AN 
AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE II, SECTION 3 OF THE CHARTER REGARDING THE 
MAYOR’S AUTHORITY TO IMPLEMENT AND SUPERVISE THE ENFORCEMENT OF 
HEALTH DIRECTIVES   

RESOLUTION 24-2022   Sponsor: Councilperson Spletzer 
A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORATE OF AN 
AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE III, SECTION 21 OF THE CHARTER REGARDING 
ADDITIONAL DIRECTIVES RELATING TO THE PASSAGE OF EMERGENCY 
ORDINANCES   

RESOLUTION 25-2022         Co-Sponsors: Councilperson Granchie 
              Councilperson Stimpert 

A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORATE OF AN 
AMENDMENT TO THE CHARTER NUMBERED ARTICLE III, SECTION 24 
REQUIRING THE MAYOR OR A COUNCILMEMBER TO SPONSOR ORDINANCES 
AND RESOLUTIONS 

RESOLUTION 26-2022   Sponsor: Councilperson Stimpert 
A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORATE OF AN 
AMENDMENT TO THE CHARTER NUMBERED ARTICLE III, SECTION 25 
PERTAINING TO PUBLIC COMMENTS AND CLOSING COMMENTS AT COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 
 
RESOLUTION 27-2022   Sponsor: Councilperson Baryak 
A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORATE 
OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE CHARTER NUMBERED ARTICLE III, SECTION 
23 ESTABLISHING VOTE THRESHOLDS NECESSARY TO PASS MEASURES 
BEFORE COUNCIL AND RULES FOR THE TREATMENT OF ABSTENTIONS 
AND ABSENCES 
 

RESOLUTION 28-2022   Sponsor: Councilperson Granchie 
A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORATE OF AN 
AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE IV, SECTION 1 OF THE CHARTER REMOVING THE 
RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT FOR THE CITY MANAGER 
 
RESOLUTION 29-2022   Sponsor: Mayor Kline 
A RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORATE OF AN 
AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE VII, SECTION 4 OF THE CHARTER PERTAINING TO 
THE PROCEDURES FOR RECALL ELECTIONS 
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Moved by: Ms. Spletzer  Seconded by: Mr. Granchie 
Ms. Spletzer-yes; Mr. Granchie-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes; Mr. Baryak-yes 
The motion passed 4-0. 
 

 RESOLUTION 30-2022   Sponsor: Councilperson Spletzer 
A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE TAX BUDGET OF THE VILLAGE OF 
NEWTON FALLS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2023 AND 
SUBMITTING THE SAME TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR  
 

Mr. Housley stated this tax budget will be due on July 20, but there is no 
penalty for being late other than a citation. He stated that this is first draft 
of next year’s budget and suggested that everyone can predict how that 
budget will be presented at the end of the calendar year. He stated that 
this proposed budget does not include possible adjustments to employee 
benefits and suggested that Council (1) ask employees to contribute as 
little as 5% of the health care premium which would raise approximately 
$25,000 to the general fund, (2) seriously consider a spousal waiver 
program, and (3) compensating employees for not taking city healthcare 
benefits which could yield the City up to $2,000 per month. 
 
Ms. Spletzer inquired about the ARPA funds. Mr. Housley stated that this 
portion of the budget needs to be struck as it appeared to be stated in 
error. 
 
He also pointed out that the budget includes an appropriation for a School 
Resource Officer; but the school district is tentatively expected to pay for 
the SRO fully for next year. He also stated that extra revenue from the 
prosecutor at $24,000 and consistent wages for the law director and city 
manager have made things relatively easier. 

 
Mrs. Priddy asked for comments from Mr. Housley regarding the negative 
balance in the general fund and the possible consequences for filing a 
report with a negative balance. Mr. Housley stated that a negative balance 
of ($63,148) is currently projected for the end of the year. Ms. Spletzer 
pointed out that at the end of 2023, the projection is a negative balance of 
($353,182.65) and asked if the City is already on Fiscal Watch. Mr. 
Housley stated that a Fiscal Watch has not happened yet; but, Council can 
expect the county to take a closer look at the city finances at the end of 
2023, if a report is filed with a negative balance. Mr. Housley explained 
that when a budget is submitted in the deficit, he expects that a notice of 
non-compliance will be sent to the Finance Director.  

 
Moved by: Ms. Spletzer  Seconded by: Mr. Baryak 
Ms. Spletzer-yes; Mr. Granchie-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes; Mr. Baryak-yes 
The resolution passed 4-0. 
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ORDINANCE 2022-31    Sponsor: Councilperson Granchie 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING & SUBDIVISION FEE SCHEDULE TO 
ADD A DOG PARK PERMIT FEE   
 

Mr. Granchie clarified that the purpose of this ordinance is to add the dog park 
fees to the master schedule of fees since the new dog park is being constructed.  

 
Moved by: Mr. Granchie  Seconded by: Ms. Spletzer 
Mr. Baryak-yes; Ms. Spletzer-yes; Mr. Granchie-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes 
The ordinance passed 4-0. 

 
ORDINANCE 2022-32    Sponsor: Councilperson Spletzer 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE CURRENT 
EXPENSES AND OTHER EXPENDITURES FOR THE VILLAGE OF NEWTON FALLS, 
OHIO, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2022 AND AUTHORIZING 
THE FINANCE DIRECTOR TO AMEND AND FILE A CERTIFICATE OF RESOURCES 
TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR. 
 

Ms. Spletzer pointed out the police and the city administration categories stating 
that positive adjustments have been made in those categories. She asked Mrs. 
Priddy to explain the adjustments to the Municipal Courts category. Mrs. Priddy 
stated two (2) part-time security officers will be moved from the general fund and 
into his special court fund. Further, the cleaning person will be paid 50-50 
between the general fund and the special court fund. Mr. Priddy thanked the 
judge for his assistance. Mr. Granchie pointed out the scenario described by Mrs. 
Priddy also seemed to happen in the Building Maintenance category where those 
services have been shared between the general fund and the Court’s special fund. 
Mrs. Priddy confirmed that Mr. Granchie’s observation was accurate. 

 

Moved by: Ms. Spletzer  Seconded by: Mr. Baryak 
Mr. Granchie-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes; Mr. Baryak-yes; Ms. Spletzer-yes 
The ordinance passed 4-0. 
 
Moved by: Mr. Granchie  Seconded by: Ms. Spletzer 
Ms. Spletzer-yes; Mr. Granchie-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes; Mr. Baryak-yes 
The ordinance passed 4-0. 
 

ORDINANCE 2022-33    Sponsor: Councilperson Spletzer 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING SECTION 121.05 OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE CODE 
PERTAINING TO THE SALE, LEASE, OR DISPOSAL OF MUNICIPAL REAL 
PROPERTY 
 

Mr. Baryak asked LD to elaborate on this ordinance. Mr. Bryan presented and 
explained the ordinance to Council further stating that many other communities 
have the same type of ordinance. 

 
Ms. Spletzer stated the reasons that she sponsored this ordinance and her belief 
that this ordinance would cut costs for the city.  
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Mr. Baryak asked if the statutory limit on the City Manager’s authorization to 
spend public money applies to this ordinance and Mr. Bryan stated that it did 
not. 

 
Mr. Granchie summarized that this ordinance attempts to simplify the process 
that was previously used by Council for the Annex Building. Mr. Bryan agreed. 

 
Moved by: Ms. Spletzer  Seconded by: Mr. Baryak 
Mr. Granchie-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes; Mr. Baryak-yes; Ms. Spletzer-yes 
The ordinance passed 4-0. 
 
 

XI. Public Comments 

Julie Lemon – 609 Ridge Road 
Mrs. Lemon thanked Council for supporting the Charter Review Commission and 
sending the CRC recommendations to the electorate. 
 
Ana Eby – 50 W. 9th Street 
Mrs. Eby spoke in support of the city parks but wondered by only the main park seems to 
receive care citing a lack of care for a small park located near her home. She urged 
Council to ensure the new dog park receives adequate care once it is completed. She 
urged Council to put a stop to the use weed killers in all parks citing safety concerns for 
children. She asked Council to provide a list of contractors that have been approved for 
work and urged better communication from the city on that issue.  
 
Philip Beer – 509 Ravenna Road 
Mr. Beer addressed Mrs. Spletzer and asked for a report from the BCI investigation of 
the past administration. 
 
Adam Zimmermann – 515 Lemae Avenue 
Mr. Zimmermann stated that he attended the civil service commission meeting on July 
5, 2022 and expressed his disappointment and frustration that no public notice seemed 
to be given to members of commission, including the Council representative. He urged 
Council to assign a clerk to the civil service commission. He spoke against the position of 
City Administrator if it is intended to be an assistant to the city manager and urged 
Council to define her role or hire a part-time city clerk to work alongside the council 
clerk. He spoke against Ordinance 2022-33. He also urged members of Council to ensure 
that they and all others use only approved contractors for work at their residences and 
supported the publishing of a list of approved contractors. 
 
Rick Kerlin – 1009 Woodglen; 611 N. Canal Street 
Mr. Kerlin spoke regarding the smart meters. He stated that it is now 2 years after the 
meters were purchased and he estimated that $4 million have been spent and lost. He 
stated his belief that the contract was illegal and it has been broken by the vendor. He 
urged Council to investigate the previous city manager and the members of City Council 
during the time in which the contract was signed. He also urged Council and the Law 
Director to explore legal options against the vendor for breach of contract to either 
recoup spent dollars or dissolve the contract. 

 
XII. Closing Remarks 
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Mr. Baryak spoke regarding the appraisals on city properties. He stated his support for 
exhausting all options for correcting the city’s financial status. He suggested that Council 
might save the cost of appraisals if a qualified commercial real estate agent can give an 
expert opinion on the value of the properties. He spoke in support of rehabilitation, in 
general; but also spoke against rehabilitation facilities being present in residential 
neighborhoods. He pledged his efforts to ensure that these types of facilities are 
prevented from operating in areas zoned as R-1 Residential. He thanked the audience for 
their attendance. He thanked the Charter Review Commission for their dedication and 
work. 
 
Ms. Spletzer responded to Ms. Eby’s public comments and stated that Ms. Eby’s 
concerns would be shared with Parks and Recreation at their next meeting, including 
neglect of the 6th Street Park. She responded to Mr. Beer and stated that the BCI 
investigation is open, active and ongoing, particularly in light of the new issues that have 
come to light regarding the manner in which the 1st Street and Washington Street 
projects were financed. She announced a community cleanup will take place on July 9 at 
10am at the Main Park. 

Mr. Granchie spoke in support of Mrs. Eby’s concerns regarding care for the dog park 
and stated that a private contractor will be used to remove dog waste on a regular basis. 
 
MOTION 
A Motion to adjourn into Executive Session (as noted below) at 8:20 pm. 

 
☒   1. Personnel Matters: To Consider one or more, as applicable, of the marked items: 

☒ Appointment ☒ Employment ☒ Dismissal ☒ Discipline 
☒ Promotion ☒ Demotion ☒ Compensation  

 

☒ 2. Purchase or Sale of Property ☐ 6. Security Matters 
☒ 3. Pending or Imminent Court Action ☐ 7. Hospital Trade Secrets 
☐ 4. Collective Bargaining Matters ☐ 8. Confidential Business Information of an 

Applicant for Economic Development Assistance 
☐ 5. Matters Required to be Kept     
Confidential – Contract Negotiations 

☐ 9. Veterans Service Commission Applications 

 
Moved by: Ms. Spletzer  Seconded by: Mr. Baryak 
Mr. Baryak-yes; Ms. Spletzer-yes; Mr. Granchie-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes 
The motion passed 4-0. 

 

MOTION 
 A Motion to adjourn the executive session at 9:26 pm. 

Moved by: Mr. Granchie  Seconded by: Ms. Spletzer 
Ms. Spletzer-yes; Mr. Granchie-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes; Mr. Baryak-yes 
The motion passed 4-0. 

 

XIII. Adjournment 
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MOTION 
A Motion to adjourn the regular session at 9:26 pm. 

Moved by: Mr. Granchie  Seconded by: Ms. Spletzer 
Mr. Baryak-yes; Ms. Spletzer-yes; Mr. Granchie-yes; Ms. Stimpert-yes 
The motion passed 4-0. 
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