BACKFLOW PREVENTION TIPS

PLEASE HELP US KEEP OUR WATER SAFE

THE FILE BELOW CONTAINS A LIST OF COMMON CROSS
CONNECTIONS AND A CONTACT NUMBER TO REPORT
SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY. THIS INFORMATION WILL ALSO BE
INCLUDED IN NEWTON FALLS ANNUAL CONSUMER
CONFIDENCE REPORTS.



BACKFLOW PREVENTION TIPS

If you suspect a cross connection exists, Please report it to Newton Falls Water Distribution at 330-872-5656

Why be concerned?

ALL cross-connections pose a potential health risk.

Backflow can be a health hazard for your family or other consumers if contaminated water
enters your water supply plumbing system and is used for drinking, cooking or bathing.
Chemical burns, fires, explosions, poisonings, iliness and death have all been caused by
backflow through cross-connections.

Backflow occurs more often than you think.

You are legally responsible for protecting your water supply plumbing from backflow that
may contaminate drinking water, either your own or someone else’s. This includes
complying with the plumbing code and not creating cross-connections.

What can | do?

Be aware of and eliminate cross-connections.

Maintain air gaps. Do not submerge hoses or place them where they could become
submerged.

Use hose bib vacuum breakers on fixtures (hose connections in the basement, laundry
room and outside.)

Install approved, testable backflow preventers on lawn irrigation systems.

Do not create a connection between an auxiliary water system (well, cistern, body of
water) and the water supply plumbing.

What are some common backflow hazards that threaten the homeowner and other consumers?

Hose connections to chemical solution aspirators to feed lawn and shrub herbicides,
pesticides or fertilizers.

Lawn irrigation systems.

Chemically treated heating systems.

Hose connections to a water outlet or laundry tub.

Swimming pools, hot tubs, spas.

Private and/or non-potable water supplies located on the property.

Water-operated sump pump devices.

Feed lots/livestock holding areas or barnyards fed through pipes or hoses from our water
supply plumbing.

What are examples of cross-connection and backflow scenarios?

Soapy water or other cleaning compounds backsiphon into the water supply plumbing
through a faucet or hose submerged in a bucket or laundry basin.

Pool water backsiphons into the water supply plumbing through a hose submerged in a
swimming pool.

Fertilizers/pesticides backsiphon into the water supply plumbing through a garden hose
attached to a fertilizer/pesticide sprayer.

Chemicals/pesticides and animal feces drawn into the water supply plumbing from a lawn
irrigation system with submerged nozzles.

Bacteria/chemicals/additives in a boiler system backsiphon into the water supply
plumbing. .

Unsafe water pumped from a private well applies backpressure and contaminates the
public water supply through a connection between the private well discharge and the
potable water supply plumbing.



